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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 18, 2022
11:00 SERVICE

Prelude: Psalm 19 “The Heavens are Telling” (B. Marcello)
Welcome
Hymn of Praise 335: Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Words of Greeting and Peace
Children’s Sermon—Created to Feel

Songs of Adoration:
Song of My Heart; I Shall Not Want; Before the Throne

Prayer of Confession
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost. We confess
that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your way. We are
misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are stained,
and great when we are small.
We have failed in love, neglected justice, and ignored your truth.
Have mercy, O God, and forgive our sin.
Return us to paths of righteousness and fill us with your joy and love
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Time of Prayer
Please feel free sit, stand, or kneel as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father.

Scripture Reading: Genesis 6:9-22
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God!

Hymn 496: Lord, Speak to Me, that I May Speak

Sermon: God Provides the Means to Preserve the Hope of Peace
Pastor Wes Oden

Song: By Our Love

Benediction

Organist: Judy Congdon  Acolyte: Miriam Derx Scripture Reader: Ethan Carr

Music Ministry Team:
Bridget Walton, Ethan Carr, vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar;
Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; Nico Seddio, cajon



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The
Psalmist proclaims: “The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is
robed in majesty and is armed with strength... Your throne was established
long ago; you are from all eternity” (93:1-2). We worship today to affirm the
Psalmist’s proclamation—with our words and with our lives. As we worship
God the Father Almighty, may His Spirit fill us with the joy of worship that
we might go forth to live in the presence of His power and love.

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: Pastor Wes concludes the series on the story
of Noah. Next week’s sermon God Reveals Himself as the Active Sign of
Peace focuses our attention on the rainbow. We gather for worship outdoors
worship 8:30 a.m. and indoors/streaming at 11:00 a.m. KidsMin Connect and
Discipleship Hour begins at 9:45 a.m.

CONNECTING: If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for
Pastor Wes’s weekly letter and weekly video chat and would like to, please
contact the church office and we will update your information.

HWC KIDS

e We had a GREAT week in Kids Connect last week! Join us this
week to hear about Elijah and why he fled to Horeb. BIG IDEA:
God gives me comfort when I feel sad. BIBLE: 1 Kings 19:1-13

o Monthly Scripture Memory: Everyone is welcome to memorize the
monthly memory verse along with the HWC Kids. Pick up a list of the
verses at the Welcome Desk in the CE building or at the back of the
Sanctuary. This month's verse is Romans 15:13a.

e Family Room: Below the sanctuary is a beautiful room equipped with a
private nursing area, changing table, rocking chair, toys and books for
babies and toddlers, and a TV for streaming the 11:00 service. All par-
ents and caregivers are welcome to use the room as you need.

e HWC Kids Min team members, you are invited to a team breakfast and
connection time before Kids Connect (9:00-9:40) this Sunday,
September 18th. Watch your emails for more details!

MEETING THIS WEEK

eWednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study, 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. in the Good
Shepherd Room (sanctuary basement)

eWednesday Evening Prayer Group, Room 105, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
oCelebrate Recovery, Good Shepherd Room, Thursdays 7-8:30 p.m.



STEWARDSHIP
Budget Needed: $240,765.60 / Budget Received: $204,751.29

YOUTH: Tuesday, 7 a.m. Prayer Breakfast in the Community Room

MISSION MOMENT - Ruth Strand has tremendous responsibility and
opportunity to share God’s love in Buffalo as Director of Spiritual Care for
Jericho Road Community Health Center. This 25 year old miracle outreach
is actually over a dozen wholistic outreach programs in Buffalo and over-
seas. Even as our dollars have a small role in her support and in these
ministries, we pray for strength and wisdom for Ruth and the many staff.

PERSECUTED CHURCH - In remote regions of Colombia, South
America, believers, especially church leaders, face persecution from
criminal gangs because of denouncing corruption and defending human
rights. We need to pray for God’s protection and boldness for God’s
children across Latin America.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for Alejandra Koch and her family at the death of
her sister, Elly Plaza, this week and for all who are grieving; for people with
health concerns: Jake Jacobsen, Terry Ayers, Mark Getzin, Kathy Breuer,
Scarlett Gildemeister, Kim Pegula, Mim Case, Grace Taylor, Jennifer
Brown, Karen Gaerte, Bill Getty, Don Yeddo (Paul Rowley’s step-father),
Andy Mikolajczyk (Mary Lingenfelter’s brother), Sith Sanasith (Souly’s
brother), Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Lenore Paige,
Gary Heil (Janet Stegen’s brother), Sarah Gurley, Chelsea Ellis, Keith Rugg
(Kathy Moore’s father), Mark Mayhle (Doug’s brother), Jeshu, Kurtis and
Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Dan Gurley, Emily Crikelair; for all dealing
with tragedies and disasters including the recent shootings in Buffalo and
other places; for refugees throughout the world; for protection, wisdom and
peace in Ukraine; for a Chinese pastor who has been detained by the police
since December 26; for First Day Baptist Church, Richburg (Pastor Larry
Allen).
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n«w STEWARDSHIP- A Life of Generosity

Year-End Fiscal Report
The church fiscal year ends May 31. Now that all expenses have been paid and recorded, we are pleased to note that we ended the
year with a small surplus ($7,090.11). The Elders have chosen to distribute the surplus in this way:

Local Outreach $ 709.00 (10.0%)

Global Missions $ 709.00 (10.0%)

General Fund § 5,672.11 (80%)
We are grateful that our income exceeded our expenses. Your generosity enabled us to not only minister to each other but to support
ministries to the world beyond us. We do believe that it is important for you to know that this surplus is the result of significant
underspending rather than income exceeding expectations. As you can see in the chart above, our actual income was more than
$47,000 short of expectation. The surplus resulted because expenses were a little more than $54,000 less than we had budgeted.
We do not expect that to repeat this year as we are now fully staffed and are planning on having full programming this year.

Current Fiscal Situation

We are now almost three months into the 2022-2023 fiscal year and our financial picture is tracking even further behind than last

year at this time. We have sufficient cash on hand but need to operate so that our income matches expenses. This year’s budget was

built with necessary income closely matching our anticipated expenses which makes achieving income expectations even more

critical. Your tithes and offerings enable us to compensate our staff, provide resources for ministries, maintain our buildings and
grounds and support personnel and ministries in Allegany County, WNY and

General Fund around the world.
ThnSeptemberis We recognize that there are numerous factors that might contribute to the
$300,000 5 s
P revenue shortfall and that there are times of life when we have more or fewer

$250,000 $213,479

. so0a751  sunosz o s2a004 - financial options. Whatever your circumstances, we encourage you to be in

prayer about stretching your faith financially. Perhaps you will sense God
affirming your current fiscal decisions. Perhaps you will sense God calling you
to take a step of faith by increasing your giving. Again, thank you for generosity
and for your commitment to HWC. All of us and many others are blessed by
o iotse vt ome e e PR your willingness to give.
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*Total revenue includes gifts, transfers from designated funds, and miscellaneousincome

—The Stewardship Committee

PRAYER BINDER WORKSHOP—

= October 1 from 10:00 a.m. to noon
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= for all ages

= in the Good Shepherd Room beneath the sanctuary

1 Katrina Koehler will lead us in this time as she shares how we can

manage not only all our prayer requests in a non-burdensome
way, but also find artistic joy in the visual expression of prayers
for worship, confession, and thanksgiving in addition to the
myriad of concerns we bring to God. We will learn about the
prayer binders, make one of our own and even practice using it!
Charge: $10 for students and $15 for community members to
cover supplies.

To register, please email Katrina Koehler
at katrina.koehler@houghton.edu.

LEAH DOTY SEND OFF

Sunday, September 25, 4 p.m.
Good Shepherd Room

(sanctuary basement)
Open to all
Desserts will be served




	20220918 Worship Service 11am
	StewardshipPostcardSeptember 2022

