
 

 

August 30, 2022 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this coming week and weeks to come. Don’t forget to take a look at the Did you know? item. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
  8:30 a.m. – Outdoor Worship (feel free to bring your own lawn chair) 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Worship 

Sunday Morning Sermon: This Sunday, I begin a four-week series on Noah. This popular Sunday School story is actually a story 
that challenges our thinking about God, sin and creation. This Sunday’s sermon God Creates People to Live in Peace focuses on 
Genesis 6:1-14. 

Our University Fellowship group begins this Sunday morning at 9:45 am for Bible study, discussion and relaxed fellowship. The 
group meets in Room 9 in the sanctuary basement. 

HWC Kids 
• HWC Kids in September:   If you’ve ever gotten a little emotional during your favorite Disney or Pixar movie, you know 

animation is a powerful tool to not only tell big stories, but to make us feel big feelings, too! In this four-week series, we’ll 
look at some stories of the Old Testament prophets as we explore some of those feelings. These stories will remind kids that 
God cares about our big feelings. With God, we can all feel secure, comforted, valued, and loved, even when our emotions 
tell us otherwise. 

• September memory verse:   "May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him.” — Romans 15:13a 
(NIV) 

• This week in HWC Kids: This week, kids hear about Jeremiah and the message he received at the potter’s house. BIG IDEA: 
Because of God, I can feel secure. BIBLE: Jeremiah 18:1–11; Psalm 139:1–14 

• Valley Preschool still has open spots for kids ages 2-5 for this fall.  VPS meets Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings 
from 9:00-11:45am (with Tuesday/Thursday an option with enough interest).  If your child is attending public school pre-k in 
the afternoon, you could have all day coverage!  Email kidsmin@hwchurch.org for more information or to sign up today! 

Koinonia: Sunday, September 4, 7pm, Wesley Chapel – Houghton University Koinonia worship time begins for the new school year. 
All students and community members welcome! 

All Women-plan to join us for a fall women’s gathering titled, “A Life of Love and Purpose,” featuring our own Carolyn Miller.  Join 
us on Saturday, September 17th, beginning at 9:00 a.m. for food, fun, fellowship, and inspiration.  You don’t want to miss 
it! 

Prayer Chain Opportunities – we invite men and women to become involved in the prayer chain ministry of the church.  If you 
want to receive the prayer chain requests via phone or email so you may join in praying, please contact the church office at 
567-2264.  Thank you! 

Prayer Binder Workshop – October 1st, 10:00 a.m. in the Good Shepherd Room (sanctuary basement). Katrina Koehler will share 
about a way we can manage not only all of our prayer requests in a non-burdensome way, but also find artistic joy in the 
visual expression of prayers for worship, confession, and thanksgiving in addition to the myriad of concerns we bring to God. 
We will learn about the prayers, make one of our own and even practice using it! Charge: $10 (students) and $15 (community 
members) to cover supplies.  To register, please email Katrina Koehler at Katrina.koehler@houghton.edu. 
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Did you know that we presently have 15 people who help with technology on Sunday mornings and sometimes at other events as 
well. Every week 1 or 2 people do set up and sound at the outdoor service and 5-6 people are working behind the scenes at 
the 11:00 service for the purpose of those who attend in person and for those who attend by streaming. Thank you to the 
entire crew for your willingness to serve the church in this way. We appreciate all of you. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2022 – May 2023). 

Budget Needed: $208,663.52 / Budget Received: $168,474.08 

• Our church fiscal year began June 1. As you can see from the figures above, we are drifting further behind from our needed 
income. Would you pray about what God may be calling you to give in order for us to start making up the difference? Thank 
you. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 
14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us 
individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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