
 
 
July 19, 2022 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As mentioned in the 2022-2023 Community Financial Plan presentation, the Houghton Wesleyan Elders Board and 
pastoral staff have wanted to hire a full-time Pastor of Discipleship and College Ministry. Following a search period 
and an interview process, we are pleased to announce that we have hired the Rev. David Huizenga to fill this role. 
 
For a number of years, our staff included a full-time pastor of Discipleship and College Ministry. Over the past 10 
years, however, the position changed and was filled by a variety of part-time pastors. They all did a wonderful work 
with limited resources. This year, we determined that we wanted to expand that ministry back to a full-time 
position.  
 
As a church, we are blessed to be located in a setting in which ministry to and with college students and the ministry 
of discipleship are vital to who we are. Therefore, in this position, David will oversee and develop our church 
ministry with college students and all of our adult discipleship ministries (i.e., Adult Sunday School, small groups, 
prayer groups, etc.). 
 
David is known to some of you. He was raised in Houghton and has served in a range of ministries. He brings wide 
experience from both educational and pastoral settings. He taught in a Philadelphia-area Christian high school and 
in Cameroon, Central Africa. He served as the pastor of a church in Philadelphia for 12 years. And most recently, 
David taught Bible and served as the chaplain at Houghton Academy. 
 
His current ministerial credentials are with International Ministerial Fellowship, but he will begin the process of 
transferring his credentials to the Western New York District of The Wesleyan Church. 
 
Married for 28 years, David and Heidi have three children: Luke, Gabe, and Anna. Luke is a graduate of Houghton 
University, Gabe and Anna are current students at Houghton University. 
 
With the hiring of David, Pastor Paul Shea will be moving to a volunteer position on our staff. His desire is to 
continue ministry here but in a reduced capacity. We are so grateful for what he has done and for his willingness to 
continue in a volunteer role. 
 
This coming Sunday, July 24, we will introduce David in both morning worship services. He will join the pastoral 
staff on August 1, and we encourage you to offer him, Heidi and his family a warm and loving welcome. 
 
Blessings, 

 
Pastor Wes Oden 
Daryl Stevenson, Elders Board Vice-Chair 
 

 


