
 

May 18, 2022 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this week. New items are highlighted. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

  8:45 a.m. – Indoor Worship 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Worship 

Sunday Morning Sermon: This Sunday I will conclude the Easter Season sermons from John 21. This week I will 
focus on verses 18-25, asking the question: What’s Your Focus for Life and Death? 

Outdoor Service Survey: We want your input related to decisions about meeting outdoors vs. indoors at the 8:45 
service. If you haven’t yet completed a survey, use this link to do so. 

Church Elections 
• The Nominating Committee has completed the ballot for this year’s elections. 
• Starting tomorrow, May 18, an online ballot will be available to all church members. You may access the 

online ballot to vote here Paper ballots will be available Sunday morning, May 22. 

Community Financial Plan:  
• The Elders have proposed the Community Financial Plan for approval. The vote on the CFP will be a part of 

the election ballot. You may access the 2022-2023 CFP here. 
• Highlights of the CFP: 

o 4% salary increases for all staff members (Cost of Living is more than 7%) 
o As an indication of our calling to serve Houghton College students, we are reestablishing the full-time 

position of Assistant Pastor for College and Discipleship Ministry. Some of this salary is included in 
the CFP, while the rest of it will be subsidized from a gift recently received. 

o The CFP indicates not increase in giving from this current year’s CFP. 
o Though giving since the beginning of Covid has actually been slightly higher than pre-Covid, giving in 

the first few months of 2022 has been lower compared to the first months of 2021. So even though the 
bottom line of the 2022-2023 CFP indicates no increase in giving, the zero increase in the giving goal is 
actually a step of faith since it does not appear that we will reach our goal for this current year. 

• If you have questions or comments related to the 2022-2023 Community Financial Plan, please contact our 
Church Treasurer David Mercer (mercerdg@frontier.com) or me (wesoden@hwchurch.org). 

 

(continue) 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdAMDLR_VBLr2Ip0QmpOR2o-x8dHHk112J4MfwVzAMD1tjgVA/viewform
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/J92YCSL
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/CFP-2022-2023.pdf
mailto:mercerdg@frontier.com


 

HWC Kids:  
• In Sunday School this week, kids hear about how Paul shared the good news of Jesus. THE BIG IDEA: God's 

message goes everywhere. THE BIBLE: Acts 16:9–15; Matthew 28:18–20.  Join us online or in-person! 
• Congratulations to our Valley Preschool graduates who graduate Wednesday morning!  We had a wonderful 

year and were so blessed with fun, energetic, curious kids and devoted, loving teachers.  Thank you for your 
prayers and financial support throughout the year.  Applications for 2 - 5 year-olds for next year are available 
online, at the Church office or by emailing Casda Danner (casdadanner@hwchurch.org). 

• Want to join our HWC Kids team?  Check out the open positions posted in the CE building, claim your spot 
today, and get ready for an action-packed, faith-filled ministry.  Email kidsmin@hwchurch.org for more 
details. 

Tech Team Volunteer Spots Open: 
• This is the time of the year when our ranks thin out a bit due to graduation and some moving on from 

Houghton. We could use two or three more to help us with this important ministry of making our worship 
services available to more people watching at home and around the world. Our team includes men and women, 
and high school age to senior citizens. You don’t necessarily need to have had any experience doing this 
technical stuff. We can help you learn it all or even just one part of things at your own pace and we work to 
give you alternating weeks off so it doesn’t need to tie up every Sunday. 

• We are looking for help during both the 8:45 and 11:00 services. 
• For further information on how to get started, send a quick text or email to Ken Bates (585-307-7573 / 

ken.bates@houghton.edu), or call. If you’re maybe interested but not sure, we’re glad to invite you to simply 
sit up in the balcony one Sunday and observe what all that goes on. 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2021 – May 2022). 

Budget Needed: $802,552.00 / Budget Received: $754,087.83 

• Thank you for your ongoing generosity. 
• As you can see, we are drifting further behind in our giving. Thankfully, our spending is lower than 

anticipated, but we appreciate your prayers and support as we move into the final month of our fiscal year and 
as we look to the fiscal year ahead. 

• The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use 
online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of 
us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 

 

 

 

https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2022-23-VPS-Application-Inside.pdf
https://hwchurch.org/giving/
mailto:streaming@hwchurch.org
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