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WESLEYAN CHURCH

Joyfully loving God,
wholeheartedly
serving others

March 3, 2022

Dear church friends:

The COVID Task Force met this week to revisit again the mask policy under which we have functioned since
early last fall. The issues are complex, of course, as we wrestled with our responsibility to protect both
individuals and the larger community during in-person contact. The changing CDC and state-wide guidelines
are allowing more options in public spaces, and in schools, stores, businesses, and many colleges, new
guidelines are emerging for moving to optional mask-wearing when community risk is low.

In this context, the task force decided to make mask-wearing optional for all family members during Sunday
School and services starting this Sunday (March 6). This step is in accordance with the updated public health
guidelines under which our county is currently designated as low community risk, and must be seen as
provisional, knowing that circumstances may change in the future, requiring reevaluation. Moreover, this
change does not mean that the pandemic is over or no longer a threat to public health. The risk of infection has
not dropped to zero and will not anytime soon.

However, although the virus is still among us, thankfully, at this time, the community risk is reduced enough to lead us
to broaden the array of options community members may choose. Here are some considerations that will help us
move through this transition:

e Although masks will now be optional, this decision should not be perceived as a recommendation not to wear
masks, and we want to explicitly invite you to continue wearing a mask if desired or needed. There are many
reasons why some would need to choose to wear a mask for themselves or for others, and we wholeheartedly
support that. Further, we know that some in our congregation are still susceptible to severe illness or
complications from COVID, and we want to remind you that continuing to wear masks can be a means
by which we ensure the safest environment for those most vulnerable among us.

e  With this change, we understand that we will make decisions based on our own understanding or assessment of
risk to ourselves and others. Please be wise and kind. Defer without criticism to what others choose.

e It is important to care for and love each other as we live out our faith, so we continue to encourage other
behaviors that will mitigate the spread. These include things like monitoring yourself or your family members
for illness, staying home if not well, watching streaming services to protect others, and staying vigilant about
respectful spacing during face-to-face contact.

Our priority is for the church family to be protected while the mutuality of our faith is lived out together. We
thank you for walking through this process with us as we continue to seek wisdom about how that desire plays
out practically. Please contact the church office or staff members if you have questions. We appreciate your
continued cooperation and prayers.

Sincerely,

The COVID Task Force
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