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Dear Houghton Church Friends,
Here is some information for this week. New items are highlighted.

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:45 a.m. — Outdoor (We will inform you if the weather forecast makes it unwise to meet outdoors)
9:45 a.m. — Sunday School continues this week with classes for all ages
11:00 a.m. — Indoor/Streaming Worship
This Sunday, I will be preaching from Philippians 3 about The Judgment of the Cross.

Outdoor Service
e We are planning to continue with the outdoor service for a while longer.
e We appreciate help picking up after the service. In order to continue this service, we do, however, need
some help setting up prior to the service. If you would be able to come early and help with setup, please
contact the church (office@hwchurch.org).

HWC Kids:

e Sunday School: This week, kids hear the exciting story of the parable of the lost son. Join us in-person from
9:45-10:45am or virtually (materials sent out on Friday mornings). THE BIG IDEA: God celebrates us. THE
BIBLE: Luke 15:11b-32; II Corinthians 5:17-19

e Kids' Club meets at 6:30 this Wednesday night as we take a few weeks to learn about King David. The treats
and the helmet craft will be lots of fun! If you haven't attended yet but would like to come on Wednesday,
please let annmcneill@hwchurch.org know so that we can prepare a craft kit for you! Kids in 1st-6th grade
are invited. See you there!

Youth Group

e This past week, we began a new 4-week series called, “Never Give Up! — How hope changes everything.”
It’s a series about resilience, grit and “stick-to-it-iveness” (no really, that’s a word). The theme verse is from
Psalm 145:8 — The Lord is near to all who call on Him, all who call on Him in Truth.

e Mar 27 — Youth group: Never Give Up on God — John 16:33 - Goal of small group — To encourage Students
to find hope in what’s true about God and choose to stay committed to following Jesus even when life gets
tough.

e Mar 29th — Prayer Breakfast Resumes! Meet in the community room at 7am for Pray, Praise and Pancakes.
We’ll get you to school.

e Sunday School April 3rd - “Go-to-SS-with-Your-Parents” Day! All youth staff will meet in the youth room
during the SS hour.

Adult Sunday School
e Something New continues this Sunday - “945 LIGHT” — a gathering for college/ grad students and others
meets at 9:45 hour below the sanctuary room #9. Pray for this new outreach to our students.
e [ John, The Chosen, Book Discussion, and “Mom’s that Pray” groups continue as well.



Easter Lilies: The Church welcomes your Easter lilies for Easter Sunday, April 17. We have purchased a number
of lilies which you may purchase for $15.00 each or you may bring your own lily to drop off at the church
office by Good Friday, April 15th. If you would like to purchase one or more lilies, you may use the online
giving option, mail a check to the church office (indicate Easter lilies ), or drop-off payment at the church
office. If you wish to purchase in memory or in honor of a loved one, please email Patty
(pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) with your information by Monday, April 11. Thank
you.

Easter Baptism: One of our Easter traditions is to offer the sacrament of baptism on this most glorious of mornings.
If you are interested in being baptized, in renewing your baptismal vows, or in knowing more about baptism,
please let me know. I will host a class to prepare candidates for baptism.

Church Membership: If you are interested in joining HWC or if you would like more information about
membership at HWC, please contact me. I will be planning a membership class in the coming weeks.

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2021 — May 2022).

Budget Needed: $674,143.68 / Budget Received: $646,242.64

e Thank you for your ongoing generosity. Thank you for your prayers as the Stewardship Committee and
Elders begins the process of creating a 2022-2023 budget proposal.

e The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use
online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming Information
e Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any
of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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