
 

December 7, 2021 

 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this week. New items are highlighted. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

 8:45 a.m. – Outdoor (If the weather—lightning or torrential rain—prevents us meeting outdoors, we will move into the 
sanctuary). Coffee is available before and after the outdoor service. 

 9:45 a.m. – Sunday School (Children, Youth and Adults) 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Blended Worship 

Sunday Morning:  
• This Sunday is the Third Sunday of Advent. We will light the Advent candles and turn our attention once again to the 

coming of Christ. This week’s sermon, Advent as a Bakery, turns our attention to the coming of the Wise Men to Jerusalem 
(Matthew 2:1-12). 

• A reminder that the outdoor service is broadcast on a radio frequency that enables you to remain in your car and listen to 
the service if you desire to do so. 

Baptism: Sunday, December 19, we are hosting a baptism service at 10:00 a.m. in the church sanctuary. If you are interested in 
being baptized, please contact me right away (wesoden@hwchurch.org / 585-567-2264). 

Christmas Eve: Sunday, December 24, we are hosting two Christmas Eve services: Outdoors (4:00pm) and Indoors/Streaming 
(6:00pm). 

Christmas Eve Offering: World Hope is raising funds so that the only medical hospital on Haiti’s 120,000 population island of 
LaGonave to not only supply oxygen to Covid and all patients in-house, but also gain revenue selling to small clinics and 
individuals for a win-win situation. Current demand costs $1600+ per month from unreliable mainland sources. Our $20,000 
goal will help LaGonave Wesleyan Hospital be self-sufficient. Many thanks in advance. 

Sunday School: The Bible Exposition class at 9:45 a.m. is live-streamed each week. Dr. Paul Young and class are studying the 
letter of 1st John. New viewers are welcome.   

HWC Kids:  
• This Sunday, December 12th HWC kids have the opportunity to participate in the tree lighting ceremony as part of the 

“12 Day of Christmas Countdown” event!  If your child would like to be a part of a children’s choir, please meet at the 
stage in the church parking lot at 3:30 to learn and practice the song. We will perform it right at 5:00! 

• This week in SS, kids can rejoice that the angel foretold the birth of Jesus, the Savior of the world.  Jesus came to bring joy 
to the world! 

• Reminder: We WILL have Children's Church this Sunday!!  In order to give our amazing team a break and time with their 
families during the holidays, there will be no SS December 19th through January 9th.  We will start back up on January 
16th.  There will no Children's Church on December 26th or January 2nd. 

• Kids' Club will celebrate Christmas and Epiphany this Wednesday night.  Members and their families are invited to dress 
festively and join us for music and crafts at 6:30. 
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Poinsettias: The Church welcomes your Christmas poinsettias to help beautify the sanctuary for Christmas. We have purchased a 
number of poinsettias which you may purchase for $12.00 each or you may bring your own to drop off at the church office by 
December 17th. If you would like to purchase one or more poinsettias, you may use the online giving options, mail a check to 
the church (indicate poinsettias) or drop off payment at the church office. If you wish to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in 
honor of a loved one, please email (pattystalker@hwchurch.org) or call Patty (567-2264) with your information by December 
13th. Thank you. 

Christmas Carol Sing and Smores: December 19 at 4:00 p.m. in the church parking lot.  Come join your voices in celebrating our 
annual carol sing outside this year.  Then stay to join us for hot cocoa and smores.  The church will provide the cocoa and 
everything needed to make the smores.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

Winter Clothing Collection: An emergency request: From now to mid-December drop off donations of sweatshirts, sweatpants, 
warm coats and boots for men, woman and children at the church office for the Vive Shelter in Buffalo. (Request comes from 
The Strands and Urban Advocacy/Jericho Road.  

Christmas Community Event: On Sunday, December 12th from 1-3pm, the Church is hosting "Nativities Around the World" as 
part of the community Christmas event. Outside, enjoy the large creche and live stable animals. Inside, come visit a display of 
nativities from all over the world. If you have a nativity that you would be willing to loan for the event, please contact Emily 
(emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org) or drop it off at the Church office this week; please leave your name and where your nativity 
is from. 

The Little Chapel Donation Trailer will be parked at the Church during the month of December. “The Tiny House of God” was 
built on wheels to travel from church to church, community to community. Its mission is to be a collection point for bibles and 
other Christian literature (Bibles, books, devotionals, children's materials, etc.) that are no longer used and donated for the 
purpose of being distributed to people who deeply desire the gospel. These materials equip pastors and missionaries in places 
that have few resources. The Little Chapel started its ministry in 2021 and is shipping materials via Love Packages in Butler, 
Illinois who has a network of distributors throughout the world. Drop off your materials at any time! There are primarily two 
criteria in deciding what material we accept: Something that will lead someone to faith in Christ and/or something that will 
disciple a believer (please ensure that materials are in good condition). 

Church Finances 
• Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2021 – May 2022). 

Budget Needed: $433,378.08 / Budget Received: $386,256.64 

• As you can see, we are significantly behind our budget for giving. Even though our income continues to meet our 
expenses, please be in prayer about our financial needs. 

• The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or 
to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

Resources 
• Even though life is moving toward a level of normalcy, we recognize that ongoing and acute needs are still prevalent. Our 

pastors and church family are here for you. On the COVID-19 section of the church website, you will see three buttons: 
Get Help, Give Help and Let’s Talk. This is an easy way to let us know how we might engage with you. Do not hesitate to 
use those, to call the church, or to call one of the pastors if any of those buttons reflect what you would like to 
communicate with us. 

• If you use YouTube, subscribe to our Houghton Wesleyan Church YouTube Channel.. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us 
individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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