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Outdoor Worship Service 
 – Second Sunday After Christmas –  

January 2, 2022 at 8:45am 
 

Welcome 
 

Songs of Adoration: Living Hope; As the Deer; Speak, O Lord 
 

Time of Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading: Philippians 3:12-21 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to 

take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consid-

er myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 

think differently, that too God will make clear to you.  

16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained.  

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have us as a mod-

el, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, as I have often told you before and now 

tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 

destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on 

earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, 

will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God! 
 

Sermon: Press On for the Prize with Joy! 
Pastor Paul Shea 

 
Song: Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee 

 
Benediction 

__________________________________________________________ 
Scripture Reader: Jill Jordan 

 
Music Ministry Team: 

Joanna Bates, Jeff Babbitt; vocals; Dan Wartinger, guitar & vocals 



A N N O U N C E M E N T S  for the week of January 2 
 

Welcome to the Houghton Wesleyan Church. The season of Christmas continues through today. As we 
worship Emmanuel, God with us, may our hearts be continually ready to receive him, surrender to him and    
follow him. 

Next Sunday Morning we will gather for worship outdoors at 8:45 a.m. and indoors/streaming at 11:00 a.m. 
Pastor Wes will preach about The Return on Our Investment from Matthew 13:34-35. 

The Church Office will be closed for the holidays on  January 3.  

Wednesday Evening Prayer Group meets at 6:30 p.m. in Room 105 

Christmas Eve Offering: We give thanks to God and to all who gave generously to our Christmas Eve offer-
ing. As of this time, we have received over $22,000. If you have not given and would like to, please send your 
gift to the church or use the online giving option. 

Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study resumes January 5. 

Celebrate Recovery resumes meeting January 6. 

Sunday School is paused until January 16. 

Stewardship   Budget Needed: $465,480.16 / Budget Received: $418,407.31 

Missionary Moment: Martin and Sheri Hegeman report that Sahel Academy in Niamey, Niger is relocating 
from rented buildings to new property this month. We pray for complete funding and all the adjustments and 
work pending. Thankfully God provided SIMair travel as a way for Martin’s family to join Ben and Christine in 
neighboring Benin for much need rest and family time together.  

The Persecuted Church:  2021 taught us that everyday worldwide 13 Christians are killed for their faith, 12 
churches are attacked, and 12 Christians are unjustly arrested or imprisoned, and another 5 abducted. Extremist   
attacks mushroomed throughout Sub-Saharan Africa from Nigeria and Cameroon to Burkino Faso, Mali and        
Beyond.  We pray for God to protect and encourage His people in 2022.  (See Christianitytoday.com) 

Children’s Ministry 

• No Children's Church or Sunday School this week. Children’s Church resumes on January 9 and Sunday 
School resumes on January 16th. See you then! 

• A new year, new month, and new series: A Day at the Museum.  Here's what GROW has to say: Museums 
have the unique ability to transform learning! Instead of merely reading words on a page, we can experience 
them through all of our senses! A Day at the Museum is a series all about helping kids interact with the sto-
ries of Jesus and connecting them to God. Jesus’ life and early ministry helps all of us experience (see, hear . 
. . even taste!) and follow God in new, tangible, and real ways.  This week, kids experience the story of John 
the Baptist preparing the way for Jesus and learn that we can see God through Jesus.  

• Wednesday Kids’ Club resumes meeting January 19 at 6:30 p.m.. Parents who would like to enroll their chil-
dren are asked to email Ann McNeill so preparation can begin for the children who will attend. We will con-
tinue to explore the pivotal events in the Bible through the Jesus Storybook Bible, rejoicing in the great res-
cue that Our Savior accomplished for us!   

Prayer Concerns: for all who are grieving; for people with health concerns: Wendy Ott, Karen Gaerte, Bill 
Getty, Don Yeddo (Paul Rowley’s step-father), Howard Berry (Donnie Stockin’s brother), Andy Mikolajczyk 
(Mary Lingenfelter’s brother), Sith Sanasith (Souly’s brother), Denise Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie 
Grant, Lenore Paige, Gary Heil (Janet Stegen’s brother), Amy Ortiz (Luke Ogden’s sister), Sarah Gurley, Grace 
Taylor, Chelsea Ellis, Keith Rugg (Kathy Moore’s father), Mark Mayhle (Doug’s brother), Jeshu, Kurtis and 
Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Hood (A.C. Taylor’s cousin), Nancy Cole, Eileen Spear, Dan Gurley, Phil 
Main, Emily Crikelair, Mike Raybuck, Eila Shea, Izabela Daugherty (Dave and Karen’s daughter-in-law), Peter 
Lingenfelter; for Lynne Perry recovering from a recent house fire and for all dealing with tragedies and disas-
ters; for all effected by the coronavirus, for a safe end for the missionaries kidnapped in Haiti, for refugees, for 
peace amid threats of war; for the Northern KonXions United Methodist Church, Fillmore (Pastor Craig       
Buelow). 

 



 

CHURCH STAFF                        
 

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor  
567-2024  wesoden@hwchurch.org  

 
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  

307-9950  joncole@hwchurch.org  
 

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor  
567-2024  cindyoden@hwchurch.org  

 
Paul Shea Assistant Pastor  

567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director     
amandacox@hwchurch.org  

 
Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry  

808-8925 emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 
 

Ann McNeill, Children’s Ministry  
716-801-3425  annmcneill@hwchurch.org 

 
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-4 PM,  

567-2264 office@hwchurch.org 
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