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Joyfully loving God,
wholeheartedly

serving others

October 19, 2021
Dear Houghton Church Friends,
Here is some information for this week.

Sunday Worship Schedule

8:45 a.m. — Outdoor (If the weather—lightning or torrential rain—prevents us meeting outdoors, we will move
into the sanctuary). Coffee is available before and after the outdoor service.

9:45 a.m. — Sunday School (Children, Youth and Adults)
11:00 a.m. — Indoor/Streaming Blended Worship

Sunday Worship Information
This Sunday, I continue a series of sermons that focus on some of the myths that all of us are tempted to
believe. This week’s sermon turns our attention to The Myth that Makes Us Marooned pondering our
thoughts related to our connections to each other (Joshua 7). We will also have an opportunity to hear from
Kevin and Cindy Austin who are serving in the Czech Republic.

A SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE for our children who left us too soon: This Thursday, October 21, at 6:30
p-m. you are invited to the church sanctuary for a time of reflection, prayer, music and naming as we
remember children who have left us too soon. Come if you are grieving the loss of a child. Come if you want
to support others in their grief.

ADULT AND YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL this week hosts Kevin and Cindy Austin, our missionaries in Czech
Republic, for a report on ministry there. All are welcome at 9:45 a.m., in the Community Room between
services.

HWC Kids:

e We continue in the book of Job in our October Sunday School series - Big and Small. Here's what Grow has to
say: " Do you ever stop and think about how big God must be? God created this whole world, all of the planets,
and stars in the sky . . . God is really big! Knowing God is big can make us feel small and inconsequential. But
the truth is, even the small things are a big deal to God. The story of Job will help everyone realize that even
though we are small, God listens to our big feelings, God sees the big picture, God cares about every small
problem, and we can also be a big help in small ways."

e We are hosting our annual Harvest Fest as a Drive-Through on October 30th from 10am - noon and are
requesting donations for individually wrapped candy and personal sized bags of goldfish, pretzels, and fruit
snacks. Donation baskets will be set out on Sundays near the services and outside the church office during the
week. Thank you!



Upcoming Events

October 28, 6:30 p.m. — Service of Prayer and Contemplation (Lectio Divina)
October 30, 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. — Harvest Drive-Through

e November 4, 6:30 p.m. — Organ Program

e November 21, 8:45 a.m. / 11:00 a.m. — Food Pantry Collection

Outdoor Service Set Up: If you are interested in being on a rotating outdoor service set up/take down schedule,
please contact the church office (office@hwchurch.org / 567-2264).

Church Choir: The Church Choir is back! Come and join us as we meet and sing twice a month this semester. If
you've never sung with us before, come and check it out! Contact Amanda Cox (amandacox@hwchurch.org) for
details!

Harvest Event Donations: It's that time of year again! We're preparing for our annual Harvest event. We welcome
your donations of candy and individually packaged snack items (goldfish and pretzels). Please drop items off at the
office by October 24th. Thank you!

Church Finances
e Here are the giving totals for the fiscal year (June 2021 — May 2022).

Budget Needed: $321,020.80 / Budget Received: $289,327.43

e The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use
online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).
e Ifyou would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.

Streaming Information
e Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

Resources
e Even though life is moving toward a level of normalcy, we recognize that ongoing and acute needs are still
prevalent. Our pastors and church family are here for you. On the COVID-19 section of the church website, you
will see three buttons: Get Help, Give Help and Let’s Talk. This is an easy way to let us know how we might
engage with you. Do not hesitate to use those, to call the church, or to call one of the pastors if any of those
buttons reflect what you would like to communicate with us.
e Ifyouuse YouTube, subscribe to our Houghton Wesleyan Church YouTube Channel.

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of
us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes
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