


 
 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
September 5, 2021        

11:00 Streaming Service 
 
 
 

Welcome  
 

Songs of Adoration: Love Come Down; Light of the World 
 

Words of Greeting and Peace 
 

Old Testament Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-12 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Children’s Sermon: Emily Spateholts 

 
Hymn 314: O for a Closer Walk with God 

 
Time of Prayer 

Please feel free sit, stand, or kneel as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father.  
 

New Testament Reading: 2 Timothy 3:10-17 
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.          All: Thanks be to God! 

 
Song of Preparation: Show Us Christ 

 
Sermon: The Myth That Makes Us Oppressive 

Pastor Wes Oden 
 

Communion 
 

Hymn 236: God Has Spoken by the Prophets  
 

Benediction  
 

Postlude: Processional in D (David Johnson) 
 

__________________________________________________________ 
Organist: Judy Congdon   Scripture Reader: Pastor Cindy Oden 

 
Music Ministry Team: 

Bekah Scharf & Levi Webb, vocals; Caleb Hilsher, guitar;  

Amanda Cox, piano & vocals; Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; AC Taylor, cajόn 
 



Welcome to the Houghton Wesleyan Church. The Psalmist proclaims, 
“The Lord is great…and he is high above all the people…Exalt the Lord our 
God, and worship…for the Lord our God is holy” (Psalm 99: 2, 9). We worship 
today to acknowledge that God is great and holy, that we are his people and 
that we owe our lives to him. Through music, prayer, the reading of Scripture, 
and the spoken word we have an opportunity to experience the grace of God in 
Christ. 
 
Next Sunday Morning: Pastor Wes continues this series of sermons that fo-
cus on Myths that Make Us. Next week’s sermon is from Acts 15 addressing 
The Myth that Makes Us Oblivious. Please join us for outdoor worship 8:45 
a.m. and for indoor/streaming blended worship at 11:00 a.m. Sunday School for 
all ages is at 9:45 a.m. 
 
Connecting: We continue to update email addresses and phone numbers for 
texting so that everyone who desires receives information from the church. If 
you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor Wes’s weekly 
letter and weekly video chat and would like to, please contact the church office 
and we will update your information. 
 
HWC Kids Min Opportunities:  
8:45 - Nursery for ages birth - 2; Children's Church for ages 3 - Kindergarten 
released before the sermon 
9:45 - Nursery for ages birth - 2; Sunday School for ages 3 - 6th grade 
 
Adult Sunday School 9:45 to 10:45: opportunities commenced this week 
but anticipate a flexible start up period for several weeks.   
• Dr. Paul Young returns to Bible Exposition on I John but will meet in the     

Community Room for now. 
• The Book Discussion Group will meet and plan the future in the Good 

Shepherd Room below the sanctuary. 
• A new group, “Chosen,” following the film series is open to young adults 

of all ages in Room 105. 
• Mothers that Pray will meet outdoors in good weather or Room #7 below 

the sanctuary. 
 
Memorize Scripture with HWC Kids:  We invite the entire congregation 
to memorize the HWC Kids scripture for the month.  Ephesians 5:15 - "Be very 
careful, then, how you live - not as unwise but as wise."  Kids, ages 3 - 6th 
grade, recite your memorized Scripture to any adult in the church, have them 
let Miss Emily or Miss Ann know that you aced it, and add your sticker to the 
chart!  Memorize them all for a special surprise! 
 
Wednesday Prayer Group – Room 105 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.  
 
Celebrate Recovery Meets Thursday Evenings 7:00 p.m. in the Good 
Shepherd Room or outdoors if weather permits. 
 



 

Youth Group 

• September 12 - Blue Foam Party Kickoff!  3pm at the HA soccer field.   
• September 19 - Youth group begins! We are returning to the pre-COVID 

time and format. YG starts at 6pm and will be finished by about 8pm. 
Both Junior High and Senior High students will join us for that time. We 
will often be outdoors if the weather is nice, but will be indoors, wearing 
masks, when the weather does not co-operate. Please be sure to bring a 
mask! 

Stewardship   
     Budget Needed: $208,663.52 / Budget Received: $185,794.21 
 
Mission Moment - Our Missions Committee is sending $1000 to World 
Hope for Haiti recovery efforts. World Hope is well-positioned to make a big 
impact, coordinating efforts with seventeen partner organizations. They have 
delivered a quarter million liters of clean water, set up mobile clinics, rented 
helicopters for emergency medical evacuations and more. We invite and urge 
you to pray and to donate to WHI directly at https://www.worldhope.org/
emergency-relief/haiti-earthquake/  
 
Persecuted Church –Tangible ways to put our concerns to work include of 
course prayer, but also engaging with groups like Journeys End and Jericho 
Road Ministries in Buffalo who will be welcoming hundreds of Afghan refu-
gees to WNY. We pray for many also sharing Christ in Buffalo such as Pastor 
Joshua Bashizi and Mission of Christ church. 
 
Prayer Concerns: for the family of Phyllis Osgood who died this week and 
for all who are grieving; for people with concerns: Jessica Bogdan, Denise 
Zambrano, Cameron Green, Vangie Grant, Karen Gaerte, Lenore Paige, Gary 
Heil (Janet Stegen’s brother), Amy Ortiz (Luke Ogden’s sister), Sarah Gurley, 
Grace Taylor, Wendy Ott, Chelsea Ellis, Keith Rugg (Kathy Moore’s father), 
Cindy Lastoria, Mark Mayhle (Doug’s brother), Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah   
Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily Hood (A.C. Taylor’s cousin), Bill Getty,    
Nancy Cole, Eileen Spear, Evelyn Heil, Dan Gurley, Phil Main, Emily    
Crikelair, Mike Raybuck, Eila Shea, Izabela Daugherty (Dave and Karen’s 
daughter-in-law), Peter Lingenfelter; for all effected by the coronavirus—
grieving, ill, healthcare professionals, the workforce at risk and leaders; for the 
injured and grieving from tragedies and disasters; for refugees; for peace amid 
threats of war; for the Little Valley Wesleyan Church (Pastor Dan Butcher). 

For more information about church activities, please visit our website: 
www.hwchurch.org or email us at office@hwchurch.org. 
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