
August 31, 2021 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Here is some information for this week. 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

  8:45 a.m. – Outdoor (If the weather—lightning or torrential rain—prevents us meeting outdoors, we will 

move into the sanctuary) 

  9:45 a.m. – Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. – Indoor/Streaming Blended Worship (We are excited about the potential for expanding our 

worship experience which will involve various, creative and often different worship elements 

and structure) 

We will be serving Communion at both services this Sunday. Because of the mask requirement, we will be 

using prepackaged cups. 

Fall Sermon Series 

This Sunday, I will begin a series of sermons that focus on some of the myths that all of us are tempted to believe. 

We tend to be susceptible to these myths because they are not totally false (in fact, they contain much truth), but 

they don’t tell us the whole picture of truth. And any idea that skews the truth, even just a little, eventually skews 

our view of God, of ourselves and of others. 

I will be discussing such ideas as the Bible, salvation, holiness, the church, hell and prayer among other things. 

My prayer is that God will open our eyes to see him more clearly and to become more mature in our walk with 

him. Here is a schedule of the sermons: 

September 5 A Myth that Makes Us Oppressive (Nehemiah 8) 

September 12 A Myth that Makes Us Oblivious (Acts 15) 

September 19 A Myth that Makes Us Impossible (Matthew 12) 

September 26 A Myth that Makes Us Average (Hebrews 10) 

October 3  A Myth that Makes Us Presumptuous (Genesis 2-3) 

October 10  A Myth that Makes Us Marooned (Joshua 7) 

October 17  A Myth that Makes Us Forgetful (Genesis 1) 

October 24  A Myth that Makes Us Barter (Mark 5) 

October 31  A Myth that Makes Us Cold (1 Thessalonians 4) 

November 7 A Myth that Makes Us Empty (Ecclesiastes 9) 

November 14 A Myth that Makes Us Ungrateful (Psalm 17) 

November 21 A Myth that Makes Us Tired (Luke 10) 



 

Adult Sunday School: Adult Sunday School opportunities commence this week but anticipate a flexible start up 

period for several weeks.   

• Dr. Paul Young returns to Bible Exposition on I John but will meet in the Community Room for now. 

• The Book Discussion Group will meet and plan the future in the Good Shepherd Room below the sanctuary. 

• A new group, “Chosen” following the film series is open to young adults of all ages in Room 105.   

• Mothers that Pray will meet outdoors in good weather or Room #7 below the sanctuary.   

• Keep alert for special all-adult gatherings as well the following weeks. 

HWC Kids:  

• September Sunday School Series:   Did you know that every day is full of adventures that we get to choose? 

Some adventures are small, like choosing which book to read. Others are bigger, like deciding how to react 

when a family member makes us upset. It’s not always easy to know what is best but there is hidden treasure 

you can take into every choice: wisdom. Wisdom is a valuable gift that helps people choose what’s best. 

Together we can choose wisdom, by not choosing sides, choosing our words carefully, choosing to do good, 

and choosing God! 

• * Ministries being offered for Fall 2021:   

o 8:45 - nursery for ages birth - 2; children's church for ages 3 - Kindergarten 

o 9:45 - nursery for ages birth - 2; Sunday School for ages 3 - 6th grade 

o 11:00 - no children's ministries being offered 

o Online material will continue to be sent via email on Friday mornings. 

• Due to staffing, we are currently not able to offer children's church on the 2nd Sunday of each month, Jr. 

Church, or any children's ministries during the 11:00 indoor service.  Sorry for the inconvenience!  If you are 

interested in helping us fill these gaps, we'd love to have you join our team! 

• Parents, watch your mailboxes this week for a letter with Sunday School information including teacher and 

room information, check-in details, and Covid protocols.  Please check your child in in the foyer of the CE 

building! 

Youth Group:  

• This Sunday September 5th is “go-to-SS-with Your-parents” day for 7-12th graders.  Youth Staff will be 

meeting during the SS hour for an organizational session.   

• September 12 - Blue Foam Party Kickoff!  3pm at the HA soccer field.   

• September 19 - Youth group begins! We are returning to the pre-COVID time and format. YG starts at 6pm 

and will be finished by about 8pm. Both Junior High and Senior High students will join us for that time. We 

will often be outdoors if the weather is nice, but will be indoors, wearing masks, when the weather does not 

co-operate. Please be sure to bring a mask! 

Safety Sunday - September 19 

• All church Sunday School, outdoors if the weather is nice, in the CR if not 

• If the weather is nice, we’re planning two fire drills, one near the end of the Sunday school hour so that Kids 

Min can practice, and one at the end of the 11am service so that we can practice evacuating the sanctuary.   

Condolences: Our prayers go out to the family and friends of Phyllis Osgood who died Monday, August 30 at the 

Houghton Rehabilitation and Nursing Home. Visitation will be Saturday, 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the 

Kopler-Williams Funeral Home. A Funeral Service will be held at the Kopler-Williams Funeral Home 

Saturday, 2:00 p.m. 

Infant Dedications and Baptisms: If you are interested in having a child dedicated or baptized, please let me know. 

 

 



 

Sharing Produce: Because of a generous donation, after last Sunday’s outdoor service we were able to distribute 18 

dozen eggs. Thanks to the donor. If you have items you would like to make available, bring them to outdoor 

service. 

Church Finances 

• Here are the giving totals as we begin a new fiscal year (June 2021 – May 2022). 

Budget Needed: $208,663.52 / Budget Received: $185,794.21 

• The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use  

online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Streaming Information 

• Send your comments, ideas, or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 

Resources 

• Even though life is moving toward a level of normalcy, we recognize that ongoing and acute needs are still 

prevalent. Our pastors and church family are here for you. On the COVID-19 section of the church website, 

you will see three buttons: Get Help, Give Help and Let’s Talk. This is an easy way to let us know how we 

might engage with you. Do not hesitate to use those, to call the church, or to call one of the pastors if any of 

those buttons reflect what you would like to communicate with us. 

• If you use YouTube, subscribe to our Houghton Wesleyan Church YouTube Channel. 

• If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, 

or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wes 
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