
 

 August 12, 2021 

 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

As we move toward fall and the beginning of a new academic year, the staff and elders have been thinking, praying and 
discussing what our Sunday morning schedule should look like. After exploring numerous options, we have decided on this 
Sunday morning schedule beginning August 29. 

  8:45am – 9:30am Outdoor Worship 
  9:45am – 10:45am Sunday School 
11:00am – 12:00pm Indoor Worship: Blended Worship (Streaming) 

We realize that this schedule is not without issues, such as a later start time for streaming and an earlier time for the outdoor 
service which is cooler now but colder as the fall moves forward. We also realize that blended worship is a change from our 
pre-pandemic schedule. But we believe that this, too, is a benefit as everyone will have the opportunity to engage with the 
historic hymnody of the church and with contemporary songs. In addition, one indoor service has the potential for overflow, 
but we have set that up in the Community Room and are making this experience as positive as possible. 

The potential issues notwithstanding, however, there are numerous advantages to this plan about which we are very excited. 
• More time before and after services for personal and spiritual conversations 
• The opportunity for all who desire to be involved in Sunday School (attending or volunteering) 
• Continuing the outdoor service as a worship option 
• Hosting one larger indoor service would create more energy for worship rather than two smaller indoor 

services 
• Less parking and traffic stress 

It’s important for you to know that our decisions about the fall worship schedule were not made lightly nor without considering 
various viewpoints. We recognize the different ways, times, and experiences that we are used to and that help us encounter God 
in worship. We also recognize that whatever decision we make is going to include a level of sacrifice for all of us. But with 
sacrifice comes opportunities to experience relationship with God and others in new and exciting ways. 

We also want you to be aware that this plan is not set in concrete. If after some time we discover that it is not working as we 
had hoped, we will look at something else. 

If you have questions, concerns, or affirmations about this decision, please feel free to contact me, any of our staff or elders. 
We are happy to visit with you. 

Thank you for your prayers for our church and for our leaders. We value you and give thanks for you every day. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 

 

 

 


