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TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Augusr 15, 2021
10:00 STREAMING SERVICE

Prelude: Menuet Gothique (Leon Boellman)
Welcome
Opening Prayer
Hymn of Praise 69: Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah

Words of Greeting and Peace
Children’s Sermon: Emily Spateholts
Songs of Adoration: This is Amazing Grace; Speak, O Lord

Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the way of peace.

Come into the brokenness of our lives and our land with your healing love.
Help us to be willing to bow before you in repentance, and to bow to one an-
other in forgiveness. By the fire of your Holy Spirit, melt our hard hearts and
consume the pride and fear which separate us. Fill us, O Lord, with your
perfect love, which casts out our fear, and bind us together with all of our
brothers and sisters in that unity which you share with the Father and the
Holy Spirit. Amen. —Adapted from the UMC Book of Worship

Time of Prayer
Please feel free sit, stand, or kneel as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father.

Scripture Reading: Esther 5-6 (selected verses)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God!

Hymn 65: This is My Father’s World

Sermon: How is God Working When the King Can’t Sleep?
Pastor Wes Oden

Closing Song: Behold Our God

Benediction

Organist: Judy Congdon Scripture Reader: Steve Pocock

Music Ministry Team:
Jadyn Mucher, vocals; Matt Cox, guitar; Amanda Cox, piano & vocals;
Betsy Webb, keyboard & vocals; Dan Wartinger, cajon

The rose on pulpit is in honor of the birth of Paul Andrew Reusser
born on June 11 to Alison and George and sisters, 1zzy and Agnes.



WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. Each week we face the
ups and downs of human living. We worship this morning to proclaim that the
Lord is God and that we worship him as our King.

TODAY 1S WARREN BYERLY’S MEMORIAL SERVICE AT 3 P.M. in the sanctuary

NEXT SUNDAY MORNING we gather for online and in-person worship at 10:00
and for outdoor worship at 11:15. Pastor Wes will preach from Esther 7-10,
asking What Does God Do about Evil?

Baptism AND ICE CREAM: We are planning a baptism service on Sunday, Au-
gust 22, 3:00pm in the church sanctuary. Following the baptism service
(3:30pm), you are invited to an hour of ice cream and fellowship in the church
grounds. The church will provide ice cream and toppings. This is an opportuni-
ty to reconnect with others and to welcome Houghton College students who are
on campus early.

CONNECTING: We are in the process of updating email addresses and phone
numbers for texting so that everyone who desires receives information from the
church. If you are not currently receiving either a text or email for Pastor Wes’s
weekly letter and weekly video chat, please contact the church office and we
will update your information.

FaLL SERvICE TIMES: Hopefully you received Pastor Wes’s letter this week
detailing the Fall Worship Schedule. After exploring numerous options that
would enable time before and after services for personal and spiritual conversa-
tions, enable all who desire to attend Sunday School, and to continue the out-
door service, the staff and elders are excited to announce this new schedule
which will begin August 29.

8:45 a.m. Outdoor Worship
9:45 am. Sunday School (begins September 5)
11:00 a.m. Indoor/Streaming Worship

SunpAY ScHooL: Children ages PreK-6th grade can join us in the Community
Room during the sermon for a time of learning and fun. Our August series,
"Famous," continues today! Reminder: Because our children are not eligible
for the vaccination at this time and the CDC and our Task Force recommend
masking for those that are unvaccinated, please remember to send your child
(ren) with a mask for Sunday School for their protection and the protection of
others. Thanks!

THE FAMILY ROOM IS OPEN FOR USE! Your children are ALWAYS welcome in
the sanctuary but this cozy space across from the prayer room is available for
parents or guardians to take a child who needs food, a clean diaper, or space to
wiggle and play. A TV for streaming the service is also available.

VALLEY PRESCHOOL APPLICATIONS are available at the VPS Bulletin Board, in
the church office, and online at https://hwchurch.org/2021-22-vps-application-
fillable/ Valley Preschool is now accepting applications for two-year-olds
(by September 1st). Contact casdadanner@hwchurch.org with questions.



WEDNESDAY PRAYER GROUP — Room 105 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY IS MEETING THIS WEEK. Hope to see both new and old
faces again on Thursday evenings, 7:00 p.m. in the Good Shepherd Room!

STEWARDSHIP Budget Needed: $160,510.40 / Budget Received: $150,496.32

MisstoN MoOMENT - Dr. Don Little departs today for Nigeria and several
weeks equipping local workers serving in Muslim communities. Covid 19 and
security challenges loom. Pray especially for a week in troubled Jos, Nigeria
region. Dr. Ben Hegeman then joins for more LTC equipping seminars and
later in Benin meets wife, Christine, for extended teaching ministries.

PERSECUTED CHURCH —The group, Human Rights Without Borders, reveals
the shocking fact that jihadists have “hacked to death” no fewer than 3,462
Christians in the region in the last 200 days! Where is the global outcry? We
must be praying for God to intervene.

PRAYER CONCERNS: for the family of Warren Byerly (Memorial Service:
Today, 3:00 in the church sanctuary) and for all who are grieving; for people
with concerns: Denise Zambrano, Peter Luckey, Cameron Green, Vangie
Grant, Karen Gaerte, Lenore Paige, Gary Heil (Janet Stegen’s brother), Amy
Ortiz (Luke Ogden’s sister), Sarah Gurley, Grace Taylor, Wendy Ott, Chelsea
Ellis, Keith Rugg (Kathy Moore’s father), Cindy Lastoria, Mark Mayhle
(Doug’s brother), Jeshu, Kurtis and Eliyah Perry, Reuben Samuels, Emily
Hood (A.C. Taylor’s cousin), Bill Getty, Nancy Cole, Eileen Spear, Evelyn
Heil, Dan Gurley, Phil Main, Emily Crikelair, Mike Raybuck, Eila Shea,
Izabela Daugherty (Dave and Karen’s daughter-in-law), Peter Lingenfelter; for
all effected by the coronavirus—agrieving, ill, healthcare professionals, the
workforce at risk and leaders; for the injured and grieving from tragedies and
disasters; for refugees; for peace amid threats of war; for the Peace Wesleyan
Church, Falconer (Pastor Jason Claydon).



Stewardship — A Life of Generosity

Why is giving so important? Here are two simple reasons that exist
among many more.

Giving makes me more like God.

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal
life. (John 3:16/NI1V)

God is the ultimate giver. God gave us life, He gave us this
world and most importantly He gave us his Son to be in deep
relationship with that would last for eternity. John 3:16 shows
us the strong relationship be-tween loving and giving. You can
give without loving, but you cannot love without giving.

Giving strengthens my faith.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding. Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first
fruits of all your crops. (Proverbs 3:5,9/NIV)

There has not been anything more rewarding in my life then
when [’ve been able to give to the Lord when I haven’t always
known where the money is coming from. Giving the way that
God wants us to give needs to go beyond our budgeting. Our
giving must require faith. The more we give, the more He pro-
vides us the abil-ity to give. The more we give, the stronger our
faith be-comes, and we realize that we simply cannot out give
the Father.

Luke 6:38 states, “Give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be
measured to you.”
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