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Houghton Wesleyan Church is blessed to be partners with this wonderful team in Buffalo, NY – a place of 
rich diversity and spiritual vitality.  This panel discussion opens our eyes to the challenges that these leaders and 
their churches/ministries have faced over this last stressful year.  But along with the trials you will hear of 
God’s everyday and often surprising grace and victory.  We listen carefully, perhaps more than once, as it 
might not always be easy to swallow, nor what we expected. We owe it to Christ and his church to know, 
pray, support, and grow through this hour.  We introduce our guests as some info below might add clarity to 
what you hear in the short time we have together.  God bless you and thank you and God bless these friends in 
ministry.  – HWC Global Mission Committee   
 
Pastors Steve and Ruth Strand – WNY District Wesleyan Urban Advocacy Team.  Steve and Ruth served from 1989-1996 as co-
assistant pastors at Houghton Wesleyan.  Under the WNY Wesleyan District, the Strands pioneered Urban Advocacy in 2014.   Steve 
teaches in areas of Bible, religion and theology at Houghton College’s campuses in Buffalo, Symphony Circle and Buffalo East, and 
does overall administration and pastoral coaching.  Ruth is Director of Spiritual Care at Jericho Road Health Centers on the west and 
east sides of Buffalo.  The Strands, with years of cross-cultural ministry and experience in Central America and WNY, are deeply 
involved in broad aspects of outreach to individuals and churches, and regularly attend Grace Community Church. Urban Advocacy 
Team | WNY District of the Wesleyan Church; Houghton College Buffalo - East Side | Houghton College; Houghton College Buffalo 
- Symphony Circle | Houghton College; https://www.jrchc.org 
 
Barbara Farrow – Pastor of Grace Community Church (175 Potomac Ave. Buffalo, NY 14213), and Director of Preventive 
Services at Our Lady of Victory Human Services, a home-based outreach.  Barbara and husband Cap, now in the Lord’s presence, 
founded Grace Community on the Buffalo’s west side in 2008, touching the lives of children to older adults often dealing with 
generational poverty.  She mixes rich experience and expertise as a social worker with deep love for all people.   http://Grace 
Community Wesleyan Church | Facebook 
 
Yoshua Bashizi – Pastor of Mission of Christ Church (175 Potomac Ave.), a lively and growing church on the West side, 
arrived in Buffalo as a refugee from war-torn Démocratique Républic of Congo, and immediately began to meet the wide variety of 
resettlement needs of refugee and immigrants as founder and director of Global Bridge Impact.  His exciting Mission of Christ 
congregation, sharing building facilities with Grace Community, come from DRC, Rwanda and Burundi. He talks of his church flock 
as “newcomers” who are adjusting to life in this new place.  http://globalbridgeimpact.org/, Mission of Christ Ministries | Facebook 
 
Elijah Shamenda – Pastor of Resurgence City Church (1048 Niagara St. Buffalo, NY 14213), a pioneer church plant.  Pastor 
Elijah ministers to a remarkably diverse, mostly younger congregation at a new location of Niagara Street near the Peace Bridge. 
(HWC Global Missions was able to contribute to recent relocation).  Pastor Elijah was assistant pastor at Orchard Park Wesleyan, the 
mother church to this urban daughter church outreach.  Resurgence City Church is several years in its journey and is overcoming the 
obstacles forced on a young church by the pandemic and cultural barriers.       https://www.resurgencecity.com, 
https://www.facebook.com/RCBuffalo/ 
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