
 

October 29, 2020 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

I am writing to you today to inform you that because of increasing cases of Covid-19 in our area and in Allegany County specifically, 
the Reopening Task Force at the request of the Elders has met and made the difficult decision to put a two-week pause on indoor 
gatherings at the church. 

This was not a decision made lightly, nor is it a decision mandated by the state or the county. It is a decision made after lengthy 
discussion about what we believe is in the best interest of our church and the communities connected to our church. 

In the past few weeks, the number of cases in the county and our area has increased significantly, to a level that is more than twice 
what would indicate increasing community spread (percent positivity 4.5%, new cases/100K population 23.1). In fact, if Allegany 
County were a state outside of New York, we would meet the criteria for being on the New York restricted travel list. This increase in 
cases is related to the cluster associated with the Houghton Nursing and Rehabilitation Center but is not explained entirely by their 
situation, as there have been increasing numbers of community-based cases as well. 

I realize that this decision as well as previous decisions may create a level of frustration for you, but as important as being together for 
worship is for all of us and as much as I have celebrated being with you in worship, we also have a God-given responsibility to be 
mindful and to care for the most vulnerable among us. Over the course of the past seven months, we know of 11 people in our 
church (2 this past week or so) who have either tested positive for the virus or have tested positive for the antibody. While it is 
impossible to know the direct impact of the difficult decisions we have made through these months, we trust that they have been the 
right ones for helping to protect our community. 

The result of this decision is that for the next two weeks, while we stream the 10:00 service, the sanctuary will not be open for people 
to join us, nor will it be open for any other gatherings (Koinonia, organ programs, contemplative services, etc.). We are also pausing 
committees and small group gatherings at the church. We will continue to operate Valley Preschool as it operates in line with the area 
public schools. 

Please note that outdoor gatherings and events are not affected, including Youth Group. The Harvest Treat Bag Drive-Through event 
will take place as planned this Saturday, 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. We will continue to meet for Sunday worship outdoors at 11:15 a.m. 
This has been an incredibly positive experience for those who have attended. We have lots of room in the parking lot for more to 
attend. 

In two weeks, we will evaluate the area numbers. Hopefully, they will show signs of decreasing, which will enable us to resume indoor 
gatherings and activities. We will communicate with you at that time one way or another. 

Thank you for your support and prayers. If you have questions or feedback related to this decision, please feel free to contact me 
(wesoden@hwchurch.org/585-567-2024). 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 

Here are the data sources for the percentages above: 

https://forward.ny.gov/percentage-positive-results-county-dashboard 

https://globalepidemics.org/key-metrics-for-covid-suppression/ 
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