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Journey or Destination? 
The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family,  

and go to the land that I will show you. 

Genesis 12:1 
 

I was reminded this week of the Aerosmith song “Amazing” from 

1993. In the middle of the song that speaks of sins and pain and even 

saying prayers, there is a line: “Life’s a journey, not a destination,” I 

was also reminded that this Aerosmith line used in 1993 was used in 

1920 by Methodist pastor and theologian Lynn H. Hough in a Sun-

day school lesson outline on the New Testament letter of 1 Peter: 

“life is a journey and not a destination.” Actually, the entire quote is 

this: Life is a journey and not a destination; that the heart must be 

set upon those matters of character which are eternal and not upon 

those matters of sensation which pass away. 

 

I cannot say that I agree 100% with this description. I believe that 

life involves a destination. If our journey is not heading toward a 

destination, then all we are really doing is meandering aimlessly. I don’t think that this is God’s design for his 

people. Even when Israel is wandering around the wilderness, they do so with the destination of the Promised 

Land in mind. Without a destination, it virtually impossible for a journey to have meaning and purpose. 
 

Having said this however, I am coming to see more and more the truth in these words: that life is a journey 

and not a destination. I suspect that for Christians our greatest struggle here is that we get so focused on the 

destination that we pay minimal attention to the journey. And that is a problem.  
 

I suspect that the point of declaring that life is a journey and not a destination is because we can become so 

enamored with the destination that we give little attention to the journey. When this happens, we no longer in-

vest in a relationship with God but he is just an object we hope to manipulate to get where we want to go. We 

think less about character and focus our attention on results (as we define them). The reality is that if we live 

our lives as a journey with Jesus we will arrive at the destination of joy he desires for all of us. 
 

This fall we are going to think about our journey with Jesus. And to help us engage with this journey, 

we’re going to use road signs as metaphors for understanding what a journey with Jesus looks like. These road 

signs sometimes restrict us and sometimes invite us just as Jesus does. 
 

We begin this journey on September 6. I hope that you will join me in this challenging and exciting jour-

ney that is leading us to joy in Christ. 
 

In Christ, 

  Pastor Wes 
 

If  you are not receiving an email or text with information related to my weekly letter and 
weekly video, please contact the church office (office@hwchurch.org or 585-567-2264). 

 

mailto:office@hwchurch.org


Page 2 

Stewardship – A Life of Generosity 

If generosity through tithing is part of our faith and we have good causes to give to, why do studies seem to 

reveal that Christians are less generous than we would expect? 

 

When the Father gave his Son, he gave what we could never repay. The precious blood of Christ outweighs 

gold and silver. In Christ’s sacrifice, we see unconditional love, unadulterated generosity, and thorough self-

emptying. The wonder of salvation is that God did not have to save fallen people. He chose to save through his 

own sacrifice, a father’s loss and a son’s life. Generosity flows down to us. 
 

When we give, we experience a split second of loss. At a speed faster than light, we calculate the costs and 

benefits of giving, and if the latter outweighs, we give. If the latter does not, we hesitate. Rarely do we come to 

the insight that it is a privilege to give. Every so often, we read of someone giving selflessly, and we are 

caught off balance.  
 

We can make the case that one of the poorest churches in the New Testament did the most with its finances 

because it learned the value and power of partnerships (Phil. 1:5). The Philippians might not have given much, 

but God honored their giving and multiplied it over a hundredfold when they supported Paul. Paul’s labors 

were theirs in a real way. Therefore, the Philippians impacted Asia Minor, Rome, and beyond. They changed 

the world more than any other church in the first century, perhaps more than any church in history. 
 

Moreover, God did not give to control, but he gave to love, to save, and to redeem. When this love capti-

vates us, we can’t help but respond in love. Generosity is love’s reflex. Only in God’s love will we begin to 

understand the logic of the Macedonian churches and their surprising joy of giving. 

 

We are in the midst of a difficult time. The church has an 

opportunity to show the generosity of God to a world that 

only knows the cynicism that often reduces people to dollars 

and cents. To succeed, the church will have to relearn the ver-

tical dimension of giving to God. The proof will be giving 

without taking credit, without the thought of gain, and without 

a spirit of control. When the church gives as freely as it has 

received, struggles like we are facing can become portals into 

a new world where grace is not just preached but is seen, 

touched, and lived. 
 

Excerpted from an article in the August Christianity Today by John Lee, the head of the Upper School at 

The Geneva School of Manhattan, titled “Who Are The Most Generous? Not Who You’d Expect”  

To read the entire article, click here: 
 

In case you’re wondering, in the last fiscal year, 242 households gave to the Houghton Church. This gener-

ous support helped HWC in our mission to share the love and grace of Christ locally and globally. 

Our condolences to the family of Alejandra Koch at the death of her    

  father, Luis Plaza on August 4. 

 

Our condolences to the family and friends of Erica Breuer who died 

 August 2. Erica is the daughter of Bill and Kathy Breuer and the 

 mother of Ava and Alexis Breuer. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2020/august-web-only/most-generous-not-who-you-expect-vertical-generosity.htmlC:/Users/Patty/Documents/Adobe
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MAKING SMALL GROUPS HAPPEN! 
Small Group. We need to study, discuss, apply God’s Word to our 

lives along with others. SEPTEMBER 13-16 – SMALL GROUPS        

RESUME.  “Joy in the Journey” series. 
 

PREVIOUS GROUPS are making venue and time adjustments.  Some 

will continue with Zoom. Others are meeting in smaller groups in 

homes.  Contact Pastor Paul for more info. 

 

NEW GROUPS or SETTINGS ARE WELCOME!! How about you?  If you have a new set of friends, 

several singles, families etc. and would like to form a weekly get together. Contact Pastor Paul. 
 

EVERY BELIEVER – If you want to dig deeper and follow Pastor Wes’s Fall series in your Bible study 

or devotions. Maybe alone…better yet with spouse, friend, roommate. Contact Pastor Paul 
 

INFO FOR PASTOR PAUL – paulshea@hwchurch.org  I want my email flooded.  

 ____ Yes, I/we plan to continue with previous group. 

 ____ Yes, we are interested in forming a new group  / new format to meet in homes. 

 ____ Yes, I/we want the “Journeying with Christ”  study guides sent to me for personal use. 

. 

Whatever the case, Make this the Fall where you deepen your walk with Christ. 
 

Paul Shea is available for in person distance meetings at the church Tuesday afternoons 1-5 pm and  

Wednesday’s 9-11 and 1-5 by appointment or call 585-365-3102 in emergency.   

GLOBAL MISSION NEWS HEADLINE:  

Houghton Wesleyan Contributes to Special Global Needs  
From funds released by the Elders to Global Missions from ‘19-‘20 un-spent general funds 

the Global Missions Committee has responded to recent urgent appeals: 

 Resurrection Church, Beirut Lebanon for emergency relief. $1370 

 LaGonave Hospital, Haiti for Covid 19 response expenses. $1,370 

 Resurgence Church, Buffalo west side for relocation costs. $1,370  

We have direct links to each of these ministries and thank the congregation for generous 

giving that enabled this timely help. 

 

Lebanon Food Distribution Ministry in Buffalo 

Haiti COVID Response 

mailto:paulshea@hwchurch.org
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Applications for Valley PreSchool  

 

   Parents, subscribe to our newly created Youtube Channel that includes  

   Children’s Sermons. Check it out! 

Our preschool is open to three, four, and five-year-old children. The preschool meets Monday, 

Wednesday and Friday, 9:00 am – 11:45 am. (September – May) on the first floor of the Christian 

Education Building. The early childhood program of V.P.S. is designed to augment home experiences, 

providing opportunity for social, emotional, spiritual, intellectual, and physical growth and develop-

ment. If you are interested in more information about your child attending VPS, please contact our di-

rector, Casda Danner casdadanner@hwchurch.org.  

Here is GENERAL INFORMATION and the APPLICATION FOR VALLEY PRESCHOOL FOR 

2020-21: https://hwchurch.org/…/…/2020/04/2020-21-VPS-Application.pdf 

In the near future, the children's ministry team directors Ann and 

Emily will offer a little visit to each church family of preschool and 

elementary school age children. We have a gift for you and your 

kids and hope to give you a word of encouragement right in your 

own front yard or by FaceTime if you prefer. 

 

We will let you know before we plan to visit so you can let us 

know what makes you feel comfortable. If you elect an actual visit, 

we will observe all social distancing protocols during our time to-

gether. Snail mail / FaceTime visits can be just as nice as well. We 

want you to know that we miss you, that we care about you, and 

       that Jesus loves you deeply! 

The Friday Morning Women's Bible Study is planning to meet Friday 

mornings from 9:00am - 10:45am starting September 11, 2020.  We will be 

studying 1 Peter:  A Living Hope In Christ, and meet the first week in the 

community room at the Church  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM3kSeTSTV9aMTotXSAsIxA
https://hwchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/2020-21-VPS-Application.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1grUXXRwSZ3yJCEfS_5TFiOjBZbFf8on_JXju6kukJWeZr_AYoOy21-SY
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Wellspring Ministries 

Click HERE or call 585-567-2264 

Click HERE or call 585-567-2264 

Click HERE or call 585-567-2264 

Overwhelmed?  Cooped Up?  Lonely?  How can we help you?   
We know that this time is extremely stressful and confusing for you and your kids.  

"Wellspring Ministries" at the edge of Belfast, NY has 
 been open for over 2 months now, from 10 am to 12  
noon Wednesdays and Fridays.  We have been so  
happy to see some very familiar faces, and meet many  
new folks, too.  All precautions have been in place, and 
it has gone well.  We started giving out brown bag  
lunches from the porch area on July 15. 
 
Please pray for us as we 'open the door' a little wider on August 26, doing a basic meal for limited numbers of people 
at a time with indoor seating, appropriately distanced and carefully served.  We desire to provide friendship and fellow-
ship for folks - even at a distance.  This meal will start at 11:30am for clients, and a bit later to staff. 
 
We have lots of back to school clothes on hand, as well as many other items. Come, and see if there is something you 
can use.  Thank you for all donations. Cold weather wear can begin to come in September, please.  Folks will be 
needing it. Please see our website that Gudy S. keeps up to date, if you have questions or want to refer a friend there. 
 
Items for donation should be taken to WM directly, not to the Beardsley porch at this time. 
 
Grateful for the bond we share, and for the support that has kept us in the black, Beth Beardsley (for the Board) 
 

"The things we have are not ours. We are custodians of God's wealth."    
(Chas. Mulli - Kenyan evangelist and father to 23,000 street children) 

    Beth Beardsley (for the Board)  

https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/9ea97d
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/17e8a3
https://hwc.breezechms.com/form/cc9a23


From the 

Library Shelves 

WELCOME BACK! 
 

I hope you enjoyed your books at home during this time.  Now you can come to the church li-

brary to get other books.  An appointment must be made by calling the church office--567-

2264.  Masks must be worn so bring them and any library books you may have at home.  Use 

the hand sanitizer at the library door, then browse all you want to find other books to enjoy. 

   

If you have books to return, just put them in the return slot as usual.  If you have books to re-

turn but don't want to come in to the library at that time, we will have a bin outside under the 

CE building overhang on the north side of the church.  Just put your books in there and we will 

take care of them.  Any books you return will be held for 4 days before being processed and 

put back on the shelves. 

 

Come on in and enjoy your church library again! 

Wanted:  Bakers of all Ages!   
 

Been itching to do something encouraging for someone?  Want a family 

fun project?  We have been impressed by the compassionate care given to 

our friends and family at Houghton's Rehab and Nursing Center.  Will you 

join us in encouraging the essential workers there? Let's bless them by 

sending each staff member an encouraging note and a dozen delectable 

homemade cookies. We need lots of bakers and note writers.  
 

We have a goal of 1200 cookies by September 30th.  Contact Ann McNeill 

at annmcneill@hwchurch.org if you would like to bake or help to write the 

100 notes needed to make this blessing project a success.   

mailto:annmcneill@hwchurch.org


* At It's All Good! we offer a wide variety of both organic and conventionally grown fresh fruits and 

 vegetables, flowers, camp wood, some antiques and other collectibles. 

 For stand to car pickup, simply call in your order and we will have it ready and load it when you arrive. 

 9391 Route 19, Houghton, NY 14744   

 Open Wed-Sat 10-5 all summer and into the fall! 

 For It's All Good! weekly stand updates visit the "Laurie Machamer" Facebook page. 

 To order or for more info call or text Laurie: 716-713-3789 
 

      Blessings!  

      Tom & Laurie Machamer 

Vintage Finds - Treasured Memories  
located at 41 Main Street in Belfast is open again.  
  

 Our current hours are Thursday and Friday 1-5 pm, Saturday 11-5.  
  

 Our store inventory can be viewed along with announcements and updated hours on  

 Facebook or Google Business by searching Vintage Finds Treasured Memories.  
 

 Curb side pickup available.  
  

 585-365-1901 

Wanted:  Small Flat Screen TV for Nursing Home Resident. Contact 585-567-4597 



CHURCH STAFF                        
Wes Oden, Senior Pastor  

567-2024  wesoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor  

307-9950  joncole@hwchurch.org  
 

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor  

567-2024  cindyoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Paul Shea Assistant Pastor  

567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director     

amandacox@hwchurch.org  
 

Emily Spateholts, Children’s Ministry  

808-8925  emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 
 

Ann McNeill, Children’s Ministry  

437-5151 annmcneill@hwchurch.org 
 

Andrew Silbert, Director of College Ministries 

716-450-9179  andrewsilbert@hwchurch.org 
 

Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-4 PM,  

567-2264 office@hwchurch.org 

SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

September 6 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 10:00 a.m. (Streaming) 
a.m. You Want Me to Go Where? 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

September 13 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 10:00 a.m. (Streaming) 
a.m. I Can Make It! 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

September 20 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 10:00 a.m. (Streaming) 
a.m. That’s Just a Suggestion, Right? 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

September 27 (8:30 a.m. (Outdoor) / 10:00 a.m. (Streaming) 
a.m. I Don’t Need to Stop! 
p.m. Small Groups 

H O U G H T O N   A C A D E M Y 
Houghton Academy, in partnership with K12 Inc., is pleased to announce the 

launch of our new online learning platform — Houghton Academy Online! 

Houghton Academy Online will extend, beyond geographic limitations, the      

traditional Christian college-preparatory education that Houghton Academy has  

offered for over 137 years. 

For more information about Houghton Academy Online, please visit 

www.houghtonacademyonline.org or email us at inquiries@houghton.academy.  

Prayers for Going Back to School 
We know that the start of school is always a change for families, this year is especially challenging.       

Recently, I came across an article of 11 Prayers for Going Back to School. You may access this article 

by clicking HERE.  

In addition to these prayers. Houghton College president, Shirley Mullen, sent a letter to the community 

today. Here is a LINK to the letter. 

Also, Houghton Academy is looking for community members who are interested in the Houghton      

Academy Study Care Program. Click this LINK for more information. 

mailto:woden@hwchurch.org
mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
mailto:coden@hwchurch.org
mailto:acox@hwchurch.org
mailto:office@hwchurch.org?subject=Highlights
mailto:info@hwchurch.org?subject=Church%20Office
https://www.facebook.com/HoughtonAcademyOnline/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDClimWuaI8tZ5YsVjDUgBgqCFK23TXqajIFMDdb0rdtAHOJEhVvTOWuUo6bMmJPw4C5zgEhSNnYWxM9r3pRFptmc4JoqilhBW_QtbETaj0465YUzQLuXQgdwFXBpr4FyOdSYCcO-L4hMi9Bv6FrnKK32VxHYaWRNk3ewByAQImVCucR3KeeMX1y2DrxUAaK
http://www.houghtonacademyonline.org/?fbclid=IwAR3zZPo3mHc6inkV3mhqTSMQFBRFubFZd_6spQdcktEB0yUffoTcLW8OOM4
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