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September 16, 2020
Dear Houghton Church Friends,
I hope that this finds you well. I have some news related to Sunday morning that you will want to read.

Upcoming Events

e Thursday Evening Program, 6:30 p.m.: You are invited to the church for a service of Scripture, Silence and
Prayer. Reservations may be made on the church website or by calling the church office.

¢ Sunday Worship: We are making changes to Sunday morning.

o Outdoor Service: In order to adapt to the colder weather, we are changing the Outdoor Service from
8:30 to 11:15 a.m. We have lots of room for you to attend the outdoor service. Please make a
reservation—either for a spot in the seating area or for a vehicle space. If you are sitting outside, you
will need to bring chairs or a blanket. Masks will need to be worn when not in your designated space.
We apologize for needing to cancel this past week. We are working on ways to continue rain or shine. If
the weather isn’t good, check the church website to be sure that we are still meeting.

o Indoor Worship: You are invited to come to the church for the 10:00 a.m. streaming service. We have
worked out plans to make this possible. Here are the guidelines for attending:

=  Masks will need to be worn at all times in the building

= You are encouraged to participate (singing, corporate responses)

= Seating will be in sections in order to maintain social distancing which is why seating is limited

= Please enter by the glass doors facing Route 19.

= We are setting up limited overflow in the church gym (projected on the large screen). The same
protocols will be followed as in the sanctuary. It is an opportunity to be with others. Please enter
by the Community Room foyer.

= Reservations are required for both the sanctuary and the gym.

o This Sunday we continue thinking about our Joy in the Journey with Jesus, using road signs as
metaphors. This week’s sermon addresses A Sign of How Important You Are from Number 20 to which
we often declare: That’s Just a Suggestion, Right?

o The weekly bulletin, which includes the worship order, financial information, prayer concerns and
events in the life of our church, is available each week on the church website or by contacting the church
office.

o We would love more pictures of you. Send them to streaming@hwchurch.org.

e Church Library: The church library is open with the following guidelines: 1) masks must be worn in the
building at all times; 2) use hand sanitizer (provided) before entering the library; 3) library doors will remain
open and fans will be moving air in and out; 4) returned books will be cleaned and remain a few days before
being placed on the shelves again; 5) only one family unit per hour will be permitted in the library; 6) in order
to maintain the one family per hour requirement, please call the church office to reserve your hour.

e Bakers of all Ages! Thank you to all our volunteer bakers. We have nearly all 100 staff of Houghton
Rehabilitation and Nursing Center covered in receiving a note of encouragement and a dozen cookies. There is
still more room for volunteer bakers. Email annmcneill@hwchurch.org to sign on so we have enough by
September 30th.

e Ministry Opportunity: If you are interested in helping as a parking attendant at the outdoor worship services,
please contact Pastor Jon (joncole@hwchurch.org) or Ann McNeill (annmeneill@hwchurch.org).
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Operation Christmas Child: Start thinking about spreading the Gospel through giving Operation Christmas
Child gifts. This year we have the option of completely packing a box online OR packing a physical box at
home and taking it to the church. In October, cardboard shoe boxes from OCC will be available outside the CE
foyer overhang for families to pick up. Children ages 5-12 can join Kids' Club virtual study of The Greatest
Journey discipleship class on Wednesday nights learning what the gift recipients are learning. Email
annmcneill@hwchurch.org to get your free materials. First virtual meeting is September 23rd. To build a box
online, click HERE

Harvest Treat Bag Drive-Through Invitation: Saturday, October 31, 11:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. You are invited
to come to the church parking lot to receive a bag filled with treats. The Pastoral Staff will be dressed-up to give
out the treat bags and to greet you as you drive through the parking lot. Children and youth are invited to dress-
up as well or to decorate your vehicle.

Harvest Treat Bag Drive-Through Donations: Donations of candy, individual, pre-packaged pretzels,
goldfish crackers, and gummy fruit snacks are great appreciated for filling the treat bags for the Harvest Drive-
Through. Please drop your donation off in the container inside the door at the church office or you make bring
them on Sunday mornings.

Children’s Ministries

Kids' Club Virtual starts next Wednesday, Sept. 23rd at 6 p.m. Children who have enrolled: Think about
your favorite things and be ready to share them by word or by showing them at our Zoom meeting.

Hello, From the Kids' Club Team! Have you ever wondered what those children who receive Operation
Christmas Child shoebox gifts are learning in their discipleship classes? This is your chance to take The
Greatest Journey right along with them in your own home! Kids ages 5-12 are invited to sign up. We will hold a
weekly Kids' Club Zoom meeting as we learn how to spread the Gospel. The course is twelve weeks long and
we hope to start by September 23rd if the materials get here quickly. Should the Kids' Club open at church,
we'll keep studying together in person. Email Ann McNeill at annmcneill@hwchurch.org with your children's
names to join our fall on-line club!

Discipleship Information

Something NEW! Yes there’s a new wrinkle to Bible Studies and Small Groups. Since some traditional small
groups are, and others are not meeting due to Covid-19 restrictions, we are making available WEEKLY
SERMON SERIES BIBLE STUDY GUIDES which can be used by individuals, couples, roommates, friends,
neighbors, and new and previous Small Groups. An Info Sheet and the weekly Study Guides can be accessed
each week on the Joy in the Journey Study Guide link on the church web page. For more info contact Pastor
Paul at paulshea@hwchurch.org. Maybe it’s time to try something new to strengthen our walk as disciples of
Jesus.

The Rushford Area Lay Shepherd Group is sponsoring a monthly women's study. The first evening takes place
at 7 p.m. at Ann McNeill's studying chapters 1 & 2 of The Fight to Flourish by Jennie Lusko which is
available on Audible, Christianbook.com and Amazon. Email Ann at annmcneill@hwchurch.org to attend.

Streaming Information

Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org.

If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883).

If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire, etc.), contact Nathan Danner
(585-567-4314).

Church Finances

God continues to bless us through your generosity. The weekly bulletin contains up to date financial
information. For financial gifts, we encourage you to use ONLINE GIVING or to mail your check to the
church (P.O. Box 127, Houghton, NY 14744).

If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office.
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Resources

Even though we are not together, our pastors and church family are here for you. On the COVID-19 section of
the church website, you will see three buttons: Get Help, Give Help and Let’s Talk. This is an easy way to let
us know how we might engage with you. Do not hesitate to use those, to call the church, or to call one of the
pastors if any of those buttons reflect what you would like to communicate with us.
If you use YouTube, subscribe to our Houghton Wesleyan Church YouTube Channel.
Many devotional resources are available. Here are a few:
o Barnstorming: Seeking Sanctuary in the Seasons of a Rural Life
(https://barnstorming.blog/author/briarcroft/).
o Seedbed is a daily devotional from J.D. Walt (https://www.seedbed.com/).
Here are a couple of Bible reading resources:
o YouVersion is a daily Bible reading program (https://www.youversion.com/).
o Here is a blog for listening to daily Bible reading....an Old Testament, New Testament and Psalm
passage each day: www.dailyradiobible.com.
o Pray as you go is a website that offers music and ideas for prayer.
The Cross and the Switchblade. The 50th anniversary edition of the classic story of Pastor David Wilkerson and
gang member, Nicky Cruz. Restored and re-mastered from the original 35mm film and now streaming in HD.
The story lives on in the legacy of lives transformed by the message that no one is ever so far gone that they
cannot find the way home. Now available worldwide on Redeem TV (redeemtv.com) in 8 languages!

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of
us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know.

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you.

Blessings,
Pastor Wes

P.O.Box 127, HoucaTON, NY 14744-0127 + (585) 5§67-2264 + WWW.HWCHURCH.ORG
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