
 

July 16, 2020 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

It’s difficult to imagine that we are already in the middle of July. Here is some information and reminders related to 
Houghton Wesleyan Church. 

Reopening 
• The realities of this pandemic are that our understanding of the virus continues to evolve and, our responses are 

informed as we continue to learn more. That premise has always been part of our reopening strategy—that our 
plans would be reevaluated in the light of changing information. Recently, there has been growing concern in the 
scientific community about the way in which the virus responsible for the pandemic is transmitted, specifically 
about the degree to which airborne (or aerosolized) transmission might contribute to the spread of the virus. 
Aerosolization refers to the process by which viral particles, expelled during breathing, remain suspended for 
extended periods of time, drifting on air currents. Because they do not settle onto surfaces as readily as larger 
droplets do, airborne particles increase the risk of spreading the virus, especially in certain contexts, like large 
indoor gatherings during which people are engaged in activities that expel more virus than normal breathing, 
(e.g. singing, shouting, loud speaking, etc). And while wearing masks and distancing reduces the risk of droplet 
transmission, which is still believed to be the primary way that the virus is spread, it is not yet clear how much 
difference these measures make in reducing airborne transmission. 

• Coupled with the fact that people without symptoms can spread the virus, the concern about airborne 
transmission has implications for settings like worship services. In fact, the WHO, in response to an open letter 
from a large group of concerned scientists, recently acknowledged that airborne transmission may play a role in 
outbreaks associated with closed spaces and specifically mentioned houses of worship. Other experts, too, have 
recognized the likely role of this kind of spread.  

• Considering all this, the Task Force contemplated the viability of offering worship services with no 
congregational involvement (singing, responsive readings, unison prayers, etc.) in order to mitigate the risk 
associated with those activities. Because the risk rises as the number of people in an enclosed space increases, 
filling the building with people, even while distancing, would likely mean that we would need to eliminate all 
singing, including the worship team on the platform. Since our plan was to stream the live services, to offer an 
in-person service without any music or congregational involvement seemed not only unwise but destructive to 
the current success of our streaming experience. 

• In light of all this, the Elders, at the recommendation of the Reopening Task Force Worship 
subcommittee, feel the need to postpone our planned reopening on August 2. 

• While recognizing that the scientific evidence around this issue is still accumulating, and that the actual risk of 
airborne transmission is not quantifiable, the decision was made in the interest of congregational and community 
safety, weighing the best information available to us at this time. Please know that the decision was not made 
lightly. In fact, it was made with a great sense of sadness and lament, as all of us were looking forward to being 
in the building together even with the guidelines of masks and distancing.  

• Since we are not reopening on August 2, when will we reopen? Frankly, we do not know the answer to that 
question at this time. The various Task Force subcommittees will continue to meet and monitor all of the 
scientific and medical information available to us. We will also continue to abide by the guidelines established 
by New York State as well as the CDC. We will do our very best to keep you informed in every way that we can. 



• In the meantime, we are pondering other ways of addressing the desire to be in the building together. Since the 
decision has just been made, we are still working on these ideas, but we do have a couple of things to share with 
you. 

• We are making plans to enable you to come to the sanctuary for Judy Congdon’s Thursday night organ 
programs. Reservations would need to be made on the church website. This would involve wearing masks and 
being socially distanced. We are also looking into the idea of a contemplative service of meditation and silence. 
This also would involve wearing masks and being socially distanced. We are working on other similar ideas. If 
you have suggestions, please let us know. 

• We share your disappointment at this decision. But we must keep in mind that we are making this decision 
because we care about each other—people with whom we worship and people with whom we interact outside of 
our church. 

• If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to let me know either by email 
(wesoden@hwchurch.org) or by phone (585-567-2024). Thank you for your prayers and support as we continue 
to make our way in these difficult times. 

• If you are interested in more information related to airborne transmission, here are some articles suggested by Dr. 
Dave Brubaker. 

o https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/931320 
o https://preventepidemics.org/covid19/science/weekly-science-review/july-4-10-2020/ 
o https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-a-how-is-covid-19-transmitted 
o https://www.pnas.org/content/117/26/14857 
o https://apple.news/AnyjnoNg7RVqJM7J1EjpRtg 

Upcoming Events 
• Virtual Prayer Vigil: Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. – Thursday, 6:30 p.m. Our nation and world needs prayer as 

pandemic cases rise. Our leaders need prayer for good decision-making. Please sign up now for at least 15 
minutes to pray. 

• Music Program: Thursday, July 23, 6:30 p.m., Dr. Judy Congdon will present an organ program of your hymn 
requests. This program will be live streamed through the regular channels.  

• Sunday Worship 
o This Sunday, July 19 at 10:00 a.m. we will worship together online. The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Case will be 

preaching from James 1: 19-27, What Do We Look Like? 
o The weekly bulletin, which includes the worship order, financial information, prayer concerns and 

events in the life of our church, is available each week on the church website or by contacting the church 
office. 

o Please note that beginning this Sunday, the streaming will begin 15 minutes prior to the service (9:45). 

Kids Ministry 
• Tap into our new Children's Ministry curriculum, GROW (https://growcurriculum.org/childrens-ministry-

curriculum/). GROW is put together by a diverse and talented team of ministry leaders from all over the country 
and focuses on teaching and disciplining kids, equipping volunteers, and empowering parents. Their intent on 
taking faith deeper, not just wider, with very Biblically accurate content has us eager to see our Children's 
Ministry continue to grow. 

• Parents, your input through our general reopening survey was so helpful that we are asking for your help again 
with a kids and youth specific survey. There are many decisions to make regarding reopening our ministries and 
we value your feedback. Please take a moment to fill out the short survey 
(https://forms.gle/V2r3vtn8qQeXJXE88) by July 31st. 

Valley Preschool 
• Though we can't know for sure what the fall looks like yet, the Valley Preschool team is starting to prepare for 

the 2020-2021 school year. Valley Preschool meets three mornings a week at the Church and is a great 
introduction for children to school with plenty of hands-on lessons and social interaction with peers. 
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• If you have or know of a 3-5 year old who might be interested in preschool, we invite you to fill out an 
application today; these are available on Facebook, the website, at the Church office or by contacting Casda 
Danner (casdadanner@hwchurch.org) or Emily Spateholts (emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org). 

Community Events 
• Friday, July 17 (9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.) Houghton College is sponsoring a Red Cross blood drive at the Fillmore 

Fire Department. The Red Cross is in urgent need and for a limited time, all blood donations are being tested for 
COVID19 antibodies. 

• Sign up today at www.redcrossblood.org or call 1-800 RED CROSS!  

Streaming Information 
• Thanks for the pictures you have sent. Please continue sending them for the preservice slides. Send them to any 

staff member. 
• Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude about the streaming to streaming@hwchurch.org. 
• If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883). 
• If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire, etc.), contact Nathan Danner 

(585-567-4314). 

Church Finances 
• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use ONLINE GIVING or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 

127, Houghton, NY 14744). 
• For your convenience we are now accepting credit cards on our on-line giving site. In order to avoid the higher 

fees associated with credit cards, we do encourage you to consider using the bank transfer option (EFT). If using 
a credit card is better for you, we have added the option for you to donate the transaction fees if you wish, but 
you are under no obligation to do so. 

• If you would like to see any church financial information, contact the church office. 

Connecting 
• The pastoral staff continues to pray for you and to support you. Even as we are making contact with you, please 

do not hesitate to contact us if you want to talk or if you have a need. 
• Stay in touch with others. Please limit calls to between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
• We have created links on our webpage to address needs: “Get Help,” “Give Help,” and “Let’s talk.” You may 

access these links here: https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/.  

Resources 
• We now have a Houghton Wesleyan Church YouTube Channel. Here is the link to access it. It helps us if you 

subscribe to our page. 
• Many devotional resources are available. Here are a few: 

o Barnstorming: Seeking Sanctuary in the Seasons of a Rural Life 
(https://barnstorming.blog/author/briarcroft/). 

o Seedbed is a daily devotional from J.D. Walt (https://www.seedbed.com/). 
• Here are a couple of Bible reading resources: 

o YouVersion is a daily Bible reading program (https://www.youversion.com/).  
o Here is a blog for listening to daily Bible reading....an Old Testament, New Testament and Psalm 

passage each day: www.dailyradiobible.com.  
o Dwell is an audio Bible app that is providing free access for churches until June. The app provides Bible 

reading in voices with various background music: https://dwellapp.io/covid19. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us 
individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 
Pastor Wes 
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