
 

April 21, 2020 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

I am glad to have the opportunity to connect with you once again this week. 

Here is some information related to the life of the church. 

Streaming Information 

• If you are using StreamSpot to view the Sunday service and you experience a slow or lagging connection, you 

might want to connect on Facebook instead as it seems to eliminate this problem.  

• We are still looking for pictures of you and your family at worship. We would love to add new pictures to the 

preservice slides. Send them to any staff member. 

• We value your input about the streaming experience. Send your comments, ideas or words of gratitude to 

streaming@hwchurch.org. 

Upcoming Events 

• Virtual Prayer Vigil: Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. – Thursday, 6:30 p.m. You can sign up now for times in 15-minute 

increments (https://hwchurch.org/prayer-room/). Materials are available on the prayer vigil page of the church 

website. This is a wonderful way of supporting and caring for each other. 

• Hymn Sing: Thursday, April 23, 6:30 p.m., Daryl Stevenson will host a hymn sing. Various people in the 

congregation are doing home recording of hymns to which we can sing along. You might want to play your 

favorite instrument as well. It will be live streamed through the regular channels (Website, Facebook, streaming 

devices). 

• District-wide Prayer and Praise Service: Saturday, April 25, 7:30 p.m. You may access this gathering on the 

WNY District website (https://www.wnydistrict.com/events/district-prayer-worship-gathering-april-25-730-pm/).  

• Sunday Worship: this Sunday at 10:00 a.m. we will worship together online. I will be preaching about the future 

of the Kingdom from Revelation 21. 

• Youth Group: Houghton/Fillmore Wesleyan Church Online Youth Group is hosting a Zoom meeting every 

Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Pastor Jon will make a link available prior to the gathering. 

Ministry Opportunity 

• As we look ahead to the summer and fall, we are seeking people interested in spending time with our HWC Kids 

on Sunday mornings. Openings are available for Sunday School, Children's Church, Jr. Church, and Nursery. Our 

biggest need is for 2 leaders for Jr. Church (grades K-3rd, 8:20 service), either on a weekly or bi-weekly basis.  

Contact Emily Spateholts (emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org or 585-808-8925) if you would like to be a part of 

building the faith foundation of our kids. 

Resources 

• HWCKids Facebook page has numerous resources for parents and children. 

• Many devotional resources are available. Here are a few: 

o Barnstorming: Seeking Sanctuary in the Seasons of a Rural Life 

(https://barnstorming.blog/author/briarcroft/). 

o Seedbed is a daily devotional from J.D. Walt (https://www.seedbed.com/). 

• Here are a couple of Bible reading resources: 

o YouVersion is a daily Bible reading program (https://www.youversion.com/).  

mailto:streaming@hwchurch.org
https://hwchurch.org/prayer-room/
https://www.wnydistrict.com/events/district-prayer-worship-gathering-april-25-730-pm/
mailto:emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org
https://barnstorming.blog/author/briarcroft/
https://www.seedbed.com/
https://www.youversion.com/


o Here is a blog for listening to daily Bible reading....an Old Testament, New Testament and Psalm passage 

each day: www.dailyradiobible.com.  

o Dwell is an audio Bible app that is providing free access for churches until June. The app provides Bible 

reading in voices with various background music: https://dwellapp.io/covid19. 

• If you are interested in prayers related to the Coronavirus, here are some videos from Prayercast: 

o https://prayercast.com/you-reign-coronavirus.html. 

o https://prayercast.com/coronavirus.html 

• Thursday is the beginning of Ramadan. Here are some resources to help us pray for Muslims during these 30 days. 

o The website Prayercast is sending a daily email with a brief video highlight ways to pray for Muslims 

during this time. Sign up to receive the email at www.LoveMuslims.org. 

o 30 Days of Prayer for the Muslim World is an information and prayer booklet. You may access it at 

https://www.30daysprayer.com/. 

Church Finances 

• Thank you for your generosity. Once again, the giving last week exceeded expectations and his helping us recover 

from the early March shortfall. In these uncertain times, thank you for what you are able to give. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, 

Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Please note that if you give online, we are not set up to take credit cards. We made this decision primarily to avoid 

the percentage loss to the credit card company for each gift. Online donations are made through a bank account. 

Connecting 

• The pastoral staff continues to pray for you and to support you. Even as we are making contact with you, please do 

not hesitate to contact us if you want to talk or if you have a need. 

• Stay in touch with others. Please limit calls to between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

• We have created links on our webpage to address needs: “Get Help,” “Give Help,” and “Let’s talk.” You may 

access these links here: https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/.  

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of us 

individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers for our church, our county, our nation and our world. The heart of our 

faith is that God is good, and that God is faithful. He is at work—when we see it and when we don’t. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wes 

If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883). 

If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, etc.), contact Nathan Danner (585-567-4314). 

Roku Connection Instructions 

• Download the Houghton Wesleyan Church App. 

• Open Roku. 

• In the search box, type HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH, then click on it. 

• Click on ADD CHANNEL 

• Click OK. 

• Return to the Home Screen. You will see our App in the list. 

• Click on the Houghton Wesleyan Church App to access live or archived services. 

AppleTV Connection Instructions 

• Connect the iPhone to your AppleTV streaming device. 

• Use an iPhone to access the Houghton Wesleyan Church website (www.hwchurch.org). 

• Click WATCH ONLINE. 

• Choose the live service. 

http://www.dailyradiobible.com/
https://dwellapp.io/covid19
https://prayercast.com/you-reign-coronavirus.html
https://prayercast.com/coronavirus.html
http://www.lovemuslims.org/
https://www.30daysprayer.com/
https://hwchurch.org/giving/
https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/
mailto:office@hwchurch.org
http://www.hwchurch.org/

