
 

April 14, 2020 

 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Well, here we are again. Another week of social distancing and another note from me to you.  

Here is some information to help us stay connected. 

Streaming Information 

• Thank you for your feedback about the streaming. We appreciate your words of encouragement as well as your 

concerns and/or ideas for improvement. As I mentioned Sunday, if you want to send a word of appreciation to 

those who are working behind the scenes, please send the note or any communication to 

streaming@hwchurch.org or call the church office (585-567-2264). 

• Please continue to send us (office@hwchurch.org) pictures of you and/or your family at worship. We would love 

to add new pictures to the preservice slides. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

• I know that we all missed being together on Easter Sunday. Nevertheless, we are so grateful for the technology 

and the people who understand the technology that allows us to connect in live worship. And the reality of our 

faith is that whether we are worshipping in person or online, Jesus is risen! He is risen indeed! 

• This Sunday we continue in the season of Easter. It’s hard to think of celebrating the resurrection only one 

Sunday a year. I will begin a few weeks of sermons about the Kingdom of God. We won’t be covering 

everything, but it is an attempt to help us think about what it means and what it looks like to be citizens of God’s 

wondrous Kingdom. Join in the worship this Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Resources 

• HWCKids Facebook page has numerous resources for parents and children. 

• Barnstorming: Seeking Sanctuary in the Seasons of a Rural Life (https://barnstorming.blog/author/briarcroft/). 

• Seedbed is a daily devotional from J.D. Walt (https://www.seedbed.com/). 

• YouVersion is a daily Bible reading program (https://www.youversion.com/).  

• Prayercast has put together a five minute video related to the Cornoavirus. Here is the link if you would like to 

watch it: https://prayercast.com/you-reign-coronavirus.html. 

Church Finances 

• Thank you for your generosity. Once again, the giving last week exceeded expectations and his helping us 

recover from the early March shortfall. We know that these are uncertain times. Thank you for what you are able 

to give. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, 

Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Please note that if you give online, we are not set up to take credit cards. We made this decision primarily to 

avoid the percentage loss to the credit card company for each gift. Online donations are made through a bank 

account. 
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Connecting 

• We realize that our current circumstances are troubling and uncertain. We also recognize that we have many 

questions that are at the moment unanswerable. The pastoral staff wants you to know that we are praying for you 

and that we are here for you. We are trying to stay in touch with you, but do not hesitate to contact us if you 

want to talk or if you have a need. 

• Stay in touch with others. Please limit calls to between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

• We have created links on our webpage to address needs: “Get Help,” “Give Help,” and “Let’s talk.” You may 

access these links here: https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/.  

Upcoming Events 

• Wednesday, April 15, you are invited to join a parade of appreciation for local healthcare workers. Houghton 

College, in partnership with 3 Bums Pizza, our Church, and the Houghton Volunteer Fire Department, is 

organizing a car parade that will proceed from the Church past Universal Primary Care to the Houghton 

Rehabilitation & Nursing Center.  Lineup will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the church parking lot. If you are able, make 

signs of encouragement to share. 

• Thursday, April 16, 6:30 p.m., Amanda Cox is hosting a music worship time. It will be live streamed through the 

regular channels (Website, Facebook, streaming devices). 

• Houghton/Fillmore Wesleyan Church Online Youth Group is hosting a Zoom meeting every Sunday at 6:00 

p.m. Pastor Jon will make a link available prior to the gathering. 

• Virtual Prayer Vigil—Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. – Thursday, 6:30 p.m. More information will be available in the 

coming days. We are going to do this every week for the next few weeks. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of 

us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers for our church, our county, our nation and our world. The heart of our 

faith is that God is good, and that God is faithful. He is at work—when we see it and when we don’t. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wes 

 

If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883). 

If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, etc.), contact Nathan Danner (585-567-4314). 

 

Roku Connection Instructions 

• Download the Houghton Wesleyan Church App. 

• Open Roku. 

• In the search box, type HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH, then click on it. 

• Click on ADD CHANNEL 

• Click OK. 

• Return to the Home Screen. You will see our App in the list. 

• Click on the Houghton Wesleyan Church App to access live or archived services. 

AppleTV Connection Instructions 

• Connect the iPhone to your AppleTV streaming device. 

• Use an iPhone to access the Houghton Wesleyan Church website (www.hwchurch.org). 

• Click WATCH ONLINE. 

• Choose the live service. 
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