
 

 

April 7, 2020 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

Well, here we are again. Another week of social distancing and another note from me to you. Once again, I 

am going to share some information with you, including some opportunities for involvement, not to put 

pressure on you, but to help us stay connected. 

Streaming Information 

• Thank you for your feedback about the streaming. We appreciate your words of encouragement as 

well as your concerns and/or ideas for improvement. Thank you for caring enough to contact us, 

which you can do at streaming@hwchurch.org or by calling the church office (585-567-2264). 

• We continue to purchase equipment and make adjustments to enhance our worship together. There 

are many people working behind the scenes to make each Sunday’s broadcast possible. We appreciate 

each of them. 

• Please continue to send us (office@hwchurch.org) pictures of you and/or your family at worship. 

We are looping the pictures along with announcements in the preservice time starting at 9:30. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

• As you are aware, this Sunday is Easter. While we feel sad that we are unable to be together, we know 

that God is not limited by our distance from each other. 

• We are doing all that we can to make Sunday the celebration that it is. We will begin with a video of a 

past Easter that will show the restoration of the church. We will sing Easter songs, read resurrection 

scriptures and see an archived recording of a group singing In the First Light. The service will conclude 

with our organist Judy Congdon playing Widor’s Toccata from Symphony No. 5, which has been an 

HWC tradition for decades. 

The Sacrament of Communion 

• In spite of our circumstances, this Sunday we are going to join in the sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Even though we would normally only serve communion when we are together, during 

this unusual time, we are going to receive the sacrament in our homes. This is not all that unlike 

when we offer the elements to those who are unable to come to worship because of health or other 

reasons. 

• Prior to the service, please set aside some type of bread—a piece from a loaf, pita, cracker, etc. and 

some type of juice. If you do not have juice available, use something else you can drink. You may 

want to have a cup or glass of drink for each member of your family or you may drink out of one 

cup. We will leave that decision up to you. 

• After the sermon, I will pray over the elements—mine and yours—and then direct us to receive 

them. 

• We realize that this not our common means of sharing in this meal, but to engage in the sacrament, 

even this way, reminds us that the sacraments are significant to the unity of the church and to 

experiencing God’s grace. 
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Resources 

• HWCKids Facebook page and the HWC Kids Wednesday Night page has numerous resources for 

parents and children. We don’t want you to feel like you have to use all of the resources we send you, 

but we want to make them available. Use what works for you.  

• Sight and Sound Theatres is making their production of JESUS available to watch free on streaming. 

Here is the website to access the information: https://watch.tbn.org/sight-sound-theatres-presents-

jesus. 

Church Finances 

• Thank you for your generosity. Last week’s offering was helpful in recovering some of the shortfall 

from the previous weeks. Though our offerings continue to lag behind our budgeted need, God has 

blessed us. We do not have a cash-flow problem, but we are monitoring our fiscal status. We know 

that these are uncertain times. Thank you for what you are able to give. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to give online or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 

127, Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Please note that if you give online, we are not set up to take credit cards. We made this decision 

primarily to avoid the percentage loss to the credit card company for each gift. Online donations are 

made through a bank account. 

Connecting 

• The pastoral staff is making calls to stay in touch with you. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 

want to talk or if you have a need. 

• Please feel free to contact others in order to express your support and prayers. Please limit calls to 

between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

• I will post another brief video this Thursday. The video will be posted on the website and Facebook. 

• We have created links on our webpage to address needs: “Get Help,” “Give Help,” and “Let’s talk.” 

You may access these links here: https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/.  

Upcoming Events 

• Maundy Thursday Service will be streamed this Thursday at 6:30. This will be a restreaming of last 

year’s service. 

• Judy Congdon is offering a Good Friday organ program this Friday, April 10, 1:30 p.m. It will be live 

streamed through the regular channels (Website, Facebook, streaming devices). 

• In addition, we are making available to you a Good Friday Devotional. You may access the 

devotional using this LINK. 

• Houghton/Fillmore Wesleyan Church Online Youth Group is hosting a Zoom meeting every 

Sunday at 6:00 p.m. Click this link to participate: https://zoom.us/j/369036977. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, 

or any of us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers for our church, our county, our nation and our world. The 

heart of our faith is that God is good, and that God is faithful. He is at work—when we see it and when we 

don’t. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wes 
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If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883). 

If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, etc.), contact Nathan Danner (585-567-

4314). 

 

Roku Connection Instructions 

• Download the Houghton Wesleyan Church App. 

• Open Roku. 

• In the search box, type HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH, then click on it. 

• Click on ADD CHANNEL 

• Click OK. 

• Return to the Home Screen. You will see our App in the list. 

• Click on the Houghton Wesleyan Church App to access live or archived services. 

 

AppleTV Connection Instructions 

• Connect the iPhone to your AppleTV streaming device. 

• Use an iPhone to access the Houghton Wesleyan Church website (www.hwchurch.org). 

• Click WATCH ONLINE. 

• Choose the live service. 

http://www.hwchurch.org/

