
 

 

March 31, 2020 

Dear Houghton Church Friends, 

I hope that this note finds you well. Once again, I want to provide you with some information about the church and 

what we are doing to stay connected to Christ and to each other. 

Streaming Information 

• We continue to work on making the Sunday streaming as smooth as possible. We recognize that there were still 

some difficulties with starting the service on time. This was created by a glitch on our end that has been fixed. 

Thanks for your patience. 

• Some of you have noticed that the picture quality is not as good as it was a few weeks ago. Our streaming 

company has downgraded our video output quality in order to make space in the bandwidth for the influx of 

streaming at this time. I noticed that YouTube has done the same thing with their video output as well. We may 

have to put up with this for the time being. 

• We also realize that there are technical issues (i.e., syncing of video and audio). We are working to resolve these 

issues as we are able. 

• If you are having trouble with the streaming or if you have suggestions related to the streaming, send a note to 

streaming@hwchurch.org. Also, please be sure that we have a cell number to text in order to provide you with 

the most up to date information related to streaming delays or problems. Please send your number to 

office@hwchurch.org.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

• Our Palm Sunday service will begin with last year’s service so that you can see the children bringing in the palm 

branches. We encourage you to either make your own palm branches or collect branches from outside and 

wave them and lay them, along with coats, on the floor during the opening hymn! We would love to see 

pictures of your celebrations. 

• Parents, an email will be going out later this week with material about Palm Sunday and the Seder.  We 

encourage you to celebrate both of these events with your families.  They are great opportunities to usher in 

Holy Week and get your hearts and minds focused on all that Easter means to our faith. 

• You may have noticed that we integrated a choir anthem from a year ago. We are going to continue to do this 

from time to time. We will indicate the date of the archive when we do this. Be assured that we are not 

gathering people for these parts of the service. 

• The stream will go live by 9:45 each week so that everyone has plenty of time to connect. Music and various 

slides will play as you await the commencement of the service. 

• Please continue to send us (office@hwchurch.org) pictures of you and/or your family at worship. You may see 

some of these during the prelude moments prior to the start of the service. 

• The weekly bulletin is posted on the church website. The bulletin provides an order of worship, information 

about upcoming events and prayer concerns. 

Resources 

• HWCKids Facebook page has resources available right now.  

• We appreciate all of the food donations that have been made for the Food Pantry. Because of concerns related 

to lingering contamination, we have decided that it would be best for us not to collect food. We have people 
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who are willing to shop for us. If you would like to donate to the Food Pantry, right now it is better for you to 

donate funds rather than food. 

• Christian History has released their Beta Version of RedeemingTV: A ministry of Christian History Institute 

and Vision Video. This link will take you to the website for free viewing:  

• RevelationMedia is offering the award-winning movie The Pilgrim's Progress free during this time of social 

distancing brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. Click 

https://www.revelationmedia.com/watchpilgrims/CTWP2/ to register and watch. 

Church Finances 

• Our offerings continue to lag behind our budgeted need. This is not a cash-flow problem, but it is a significant 

issue that we are monitoring. We understand that this is an uncertain time for many. Thank you for the gifts 

that you are able to give. 

• For financial gifts, we encourage you to use online giving or to mail your check to the church (P.O. Box 127, 

Houghton, NY 14744). 

• Please note that if you give online, we are not set up to take credit cards. We made this decision primarily to 

avoid the percentage loss to the credit card company for each gift. Donations are made through a bank account. 

Connecting (we need to stay in touch with each other) 

• The pastoral staff continues our effort to stay in touch with you. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you 

want to talk or if you have a need. 

• We are all concerned about the health of those among us who are most vulnerable. We are making extra 

contacts with them, but if someone comes to your mind, we encourage you to make contact and express your 

support and prayers. Please limit calls to between 9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 

• I will post another brief video this Thursday. The video will be posted on the website and Facebook. 

• We have created links on our webpage to address needs: “Get Help,” “Give Help,” and “Let’s talk.” You may 

access these links here: https://hwchurch.org/covid-19-updates/.  

Upcoming Events 

• Judy Congdon is offering an organ program this Thursday, April 2, 6:30 p.m. It will be live streamed through 

the regular channels (Website, Facebook, streaming devices). 

• Houghton/Fillmore Wesleyan Church Online Youth Group is hosting a Zoom meeting every Sunday at 6:00 

p.m. Youth, look in your email Friday for a Zoom link.to participate. 

• We will not be able to gather for our annual Maundy Thursday Service, but we will stream last year’s service 

next Thursday at 6:30 p.m. 

• Because our Easter celebration will be virtual and to minimize risk of exposure to the virus, we will not have 

Easter flowers this year. We are exploring other options for flowers in the future. 

If you have questions, concerns or needs, do not hesitate to contact us (585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org, or any of 

us individually). If you have needs in the coming weeks, please let us know. 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers for our church, our county, our nation and our world. The heart of 

our faith is that God is good, and that God is faithful. He is at work—when we see it and when we don’t. 

You continue to be in our prayers. We pray God’s grace and comfort upon you. 

Blessings, 

Pastor Wes 

If you need assistance with streaming on the website or Facebook, contact Patty Stalker (585-610-6883). 

If you need assistance with streaming on a device (Roku, Apple TV, etc.), contact Nathan Danner (585-567-4314). 
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Roku Connection Instructions 

• Download the Houghton Wesleyan Church App. 

• Open Roku. 

• In the search box, type HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH, then click on it. 

• Click on ADD CHANNEL 

• Click OK. 

• Return to the Home Screen. You will see our App in the list. 

• Click on the Houghton Wesleyan Church App to access live or archived services. 

 

AppleTV Connection Instructions 

• Connect the iPhone to your AppleTV streaming device. 

• Use an iPhone to access the Houghton Wesleyan Church website (www.hwchurch.org). 

• Click WATCH ONLINE. 

• Choose the live service. 
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