
Finding Out About Prayer 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. 

When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray…” 
Luke 11:1, NIV 

 
English poet George Meredith once wrote, “Whoever rises from prayer a better person, his (or her) prayer 

is answered.” I suspect that this sentence might play havoc with our perspectives about prayer. This does not 
mean that all our prayers will be answered the way we want them to be. The true purpose of prayer is not to 
get whatever we want; the true purpose of prayer is to open our lives to the transforming power of God's Holy 
Spirit. 

We often think of prayer as a key that unlocks God’s storehouse of blessing. The problem with this is that 
it implies that God keeps good things from us and that we have to pry them out of his hands. But scripture 
teaches us that God loves to give good gifts to his children (Lk 11:13). God is not stingy. God loves to give 
more than we are ready to receive, which might well be the deeper problem of our mindset about prayer. 

We want what we want from God, but we are less apt to want what God wants to give us. Why is this true? 
Perhaps because God has deeper things for us than we do. Perhaps because God desires an intimate 
relationship with us, and we tend to desire a surface relationship with few demands or responsibilities from us. 
Perhaps because God desires to fill us with abundant life and we are so often comfortable settling for whatever 
is easiest. 

I was in a pastors’ meeting recently in which a presenter made this statement: God is not a problem-solver 
but a person-creator. I think that this is exactly what George Meredith is saying and what scripture teaches us 
about prayer. Does God solve some of our problems? Most definitely. But his ultimate purpose for us and his 
world is to solve our problems but to transform us into people who experience the abundant life that Jesus 
comes to bring (John 10:10). 

What I take away from both statements is that I have much to learn and much to practice in the life of 
prayer. Perhaps you do, too. 

It is for this reason that we are embarking on the eleventh annual three-week 24/7 Prayer Event.  

November 3, 5:00pm – November 24, 5:00 pm 
 

The pastoral staff and the Prayer Planning Group have been praying and planning to create an atmosphere 
in which we might join together in prayer. We are asking God to help us fill up 504 hours of prayer for his 
glory and for our flourishing. But something of this magnitude cannot be accomplished, an undertaking this 
monumental cannot reach the desired conclusion without universal support. So, I am asking you to make plans 
now to participate. 

The next page contains more information about the Prayer Event and the ways in which you can 
participate. Please read through the information and plan your time or times to participate. And add your 
prayers to the prayers of others who are asking God now to do something miraculous during those weeks. If 
you have questions or comments about the Prayer Vigil the pastors are happy to talk with you.  

I cannot begin to tell you how excited I am for this event. I am praying, and I hope that you will pray with 
me, that God will do something miraculous through these weeks of concentrated, corporate prayer. My prayer 
is that when the hour is complete, and you walk out of the room that you will sense that you are not so much 
leaving prayer as being thrust into a life of prayer. In the same way, I am praying that at 5:00 on November 24 
that we will not envision this as the conclusion of our prayers but as the catalyst that sends us forth to be 
people of prayer. Thank you in advance for your participation. May God bless you this day and every day. 

 
In Christ 

     Pastor Wes 
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PRAYER VIGIL INFORMATION 
 

The prayer room, which is actually a combination of 
three rooms, is located in the northwest corner be-
low the sanctuary. Each room has a different design 
and purpose to give you numerous options for en-
gaging in prayer. The rooms provide space for sitting 
or kneeling as you pray as well as activities to en-
gage your senses in prayer. Materials have been pre-
pared to help you, if you desire, walk through an 
hour of prayer —in one room or multiple rooms.  
 

This year, the 
second room contains a large “loom” with attributes of Jesus woven 
into it. The loom-like design is intended to focus our attention on be-
ing transformed into the image of Christ. In addition, it provides op-
portunities to engage with some of the tensions Pastor Wes has been 
addressing in  worship this fall. 
 
Among numerous interactive prayer resources, the rooms contain 
whiteboards and magnetic chalkboard walls to record thoughts, bur-

dens or pray-
ers. In addi-
tion. a 
playlist—along 
with CDs, a 
boombox and a Bluetooth speaker—is available to 
help you connect in prayer through music. 
(Instructions are available in the room). 
 

We have also created space and activities for         
children, including various prayer prompts. Even if 

you aren’t a child, you might find that some of the children’s materials are helpful for hearing God and 
speaking to him. 
 

The 504 hours of time are divided into one-hour time slots. You can sign up for an hour time slot HERE or 

by contacting the church office (585/567-2264). Please feel free to come alone, with someone else, as a 
family, or as a group. The rooms have the potential to host large groups. We are hoping that you will find 
the hour so meaningful and significant that you will want to come back many times. 
 

The prayer vigil kicks off Sunday afternoon, November 3 with a Prayer Walk from the Houghton College 
campus to the church at 4:00 and an Opening Gathering at 4:30pm in the church sanctuary. The gathering 
will lead us into the 5 o’clock hour when the first prayers in the room begin. 

 

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS: Please remember that you need to turn 
back your clocks one hour on Saturday night, November 2 

https://pattystalker-1.youcanbook.me/
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CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING 2019 
Canaan, Haiti School Project – Goal $20,000  

Classroom Completion and Solar Power 
 

WHERE: Canaan is a sprawling city 20 miles from Port-au-Prince, Haiti.  Almost all residents’ former homes 
and belongings were destroyed in the devastating 2010 earthquake. The Wesleyan Church has a strong presence 
and a school in a section of Canaan with over 5,000 people. 
 

WHAT: World Hope International and the WNY District Wesleyan Churches and friends have committed to 
long term development of school, community center, water and power, and Child Sponsorship projects.  Hough-
ton Wesleyan joins this effort. 
 

HOW: Our gifts will help complete much needed classrooms and upgrade solar power supply.  Hundreds of 
children attend our Wesleyan school under the local church’s leadership. Future Child Sponsorships will guar-
antee long term hope and transformation. 
 

 Solar power improvements (above); schoolchildren (below, left)  
  present open school (below, right) 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH: On Sunday, November 3 we will join 
with churches across the globe in praying for our brothers and sisters who face persecution because of 
their faith in Jesus Christ. The website: https://www.opendoorsusa.org/international-day-of-prayer-2019/ 
contains more information concerning this vital ministry of prayer. 

HWC and friends may give: 
 By check through December 24th with 

note, “Haiti Christmas Offering” on  
memo 

 One-time December 24th Offering by 
cash or check 

                           or 

 Online Giving at www.hwchurch.org  
“Haiti Christmas Offering” 

                           and 

 Through Child Sponsorship (more info 
in February) 

 Pending Spring Mission Trip to Haiti 
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The Bible Verse for November is  
Isaiah 55:8 - "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord. 

 
 

OCC Packing Party Nov. 2 
You are invited to join us on Saturday,   
November 2 from 10-11:30 for our annual 
packing party. This is a come-and-go event, 
so feel free to stop by the Community 
Room for all or part of it and help us pack 
up all the generously donated items. If you 
are able, bring a “WOW” toy item and/or 
monetary donations to cover shipping of 
the boxes. 
 
All packed shoe boxes are due by 
November 10. Please drop them 
off on or before this date.  

Sunday School, Children's Church, & Jr. Church 
Jesus is powerful!!  Our HWC kids have been learning about Jesus' power through the stories of Jesus healing the offi-
cial's son and the blind man, calming the storm, walking on water, and more!  We're so grateful to our teachers, assis-
tants, youth helpers, and our Sunday School Superintendents for making these stories come to life through the lessons 
and creative crafts, activities, and games.  Thank you especially to our last minute substitutes who have so willingly 
filled in for sick teachers! 
 
If you will be around for Thanksgiving or Christmas break, we could use your help, especially during the combined 
10:00 services on December 22nd, 29th, and January 5th.  If you are willing to be a sub (teacher or assistant) during this 
time, or during our regular schedule, please contact Emily at emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org.  Thank you for being 
Christ's hands and feet to our kids! 
 

Wednesday Night Kid's Club 
Kids' Club is enjoying learning songs that reinforce the Bible verse and message of God's love and provision for His 
people.  We will enjoy seeing you during our month of thanks - November!    
 

Tuesday Playgroup  
meets Tuesdays from 10:00-11:30 in the Community Room/Gym.  All moms, dads, caregivers and kids are welcome!   

 
Reminders 

 Communion Sunday is November 3rd.  No Jr. Church that day! 
 Drop-off and pick-up for Sunday School grades K-3 is in the Primary Assembly room.  Parent pick-up tags are  

needed for children up to grade 3. 
 4th - 6th graders: Please continue to check-in at a computer station, but you don't have to wear a sticker!  :) 

 
 
 
Once again, Jr. Church is accepting donations of winter coats, hats, and gloves for a local 
charity!  If you have items to donate, please drop them by either Emily and Ann's office, or the 
primary assembly room.  Thanks! 

mailto:emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org
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A special thank you to all who were involved in making the 6th Annual Extravaganza 
such a huge success.  Over 90 volunteers helped with the Extravaganza on October 
26.What a great morning for all who attended.  Thank you to all who donated treats 
and candy. You made the Extravaganza so much fun once again this year. 

 

Thanksgiving is a time to reflect on God’s grace to us as a body and as individuals. We have much to be thankful 
for. Everything we have and everything we are is a gift from God. We are free to give because our Heavenly   
Father freely gives. One way God uses us to bless others is through our giving to the church.  

Among many other things, our giving to Houghton Wesleyan Church helps young people know about God’s love 
and promises through the children and youth ministries; the Food Pantry provides nourishing food for families in 
need; the music ministry team helps us worship with relevant songs and beautiful music; and the missions      
ministry provides ongoing support and encouragement for missionaries. 

Thank you for enabling all these things through your faithful support.  

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men, for he satisfies the 
thirsty and fills the hungry with good things.” Psalm 107: 8-9 (NIV). 

Saturday, December 7—all are invited to help 
decorate the church for Advent.  
More details coming soon. 



From the  
Library Shelves 

NOVEMBER 14 

The Young at Heart group (senior citizens) will meet next on 

November 14 for a special catered meal at the Campus  

Center dining hall.  Dr. Paul Young will share an interesting 

talk in practical language on the positive and negative brain-

changing effects of drugs and medical treatments. Meet at 

the church at noon to car pool together (or drive separately) 

for the short ride to the campus to avoid parking issues.  We 

eat at 12:30 and the cost is $6.00, paid to Don, our treasurer, 

at the door. Hosts will assist with the elevator and getting 

everyone settled into the special dining area. Our previous 

signup in September will suffice to provide a general num-

ber so no further RSVP is necessary. Whether or not you 

signed up, come for the fellowship and new information in 

this different setting.  

Come take a look at our shelves of new or new-to-us books. The adult shelf, which is in front 
of you as you enter the library, has such books as A.W.Tozer's The Purpose of Man: Designed 
to Worship; a novel by Terry Barnes, In Everything Give Thanks, in which the characters dis-
cover that God never leaves us alone; Out of the Mouths of Grandbabes by Donna Vander 
Griend, discovering spiritual truths in conversations with grandchildren. 
 
On the children's new book shelf, which is on the left as you enter the children's room, there is 
a book about Pink Monkey, Button Pig and their friends discovering SHAPES all around them; 
The Shy Scarecrow by Mary Packard; two Magic School Bus young reader chapter books; and 
a large book about MEGA Trucks: the Biggest, Toughest Trucks in the World! 
 
Come in and enjoy!  
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THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE NOVEMBER 18 
 

On Sunday, November 17, we will collect food for the Food Pantry at all 

three services. To help us run the food pantry more efficiently and due to 

space limitations, please limit your donations to the items on the following 

list when shopping.   

 -Pasta   -Spaghetti sauce*  -Macaroni & cheese 

 -Canned tuna   -Canned chicken   -Ramen noodles 

 -Baked beans   -Canned chili  -Canned beef stew 

 -Soup          -Boxed rice   -Boxed oatmeal packets 

 -Canned fruit*   -Canned vegetables -Peanut butter* 

 -Cereal    -Jelly or jam*  -Jarred applesauce 

 -Syrup*    -Granola bars  -Boxed pancake mix 

 -Canned pasta (Spaghettios, Ravioli)   -Boxed potato mixes 

 -Helpers (Hamburger, Tuna, Chicken)  -Fruit juices/juice boxes 

 -Snacks (cookies, crackers, jello, pudding, fruit snacks) 
 

*An item with an asterisks donates a traditionally high need item. 
**Due to health and safety concerns, we do not accept opened items or home-baked goods. 
***We can also use your recycled plastic shopping bags if you would like to donate them. 
 
NOTE: Monetary Donations (checks to Houghton Wesleyan Church with “FOOD PANTRY” on the 

Memo Line) provide fresh fruits and vegetables, bread, eggs, cheese, and milk, as well as emergen-

cy groceries for families in our community. The Food Pantry has a refrigerator and a freezer to store 

items. NOTE: Perishable Pantry Donations may be brought to the church office throughout the year. 

Thank you for your continued donations!  

CELEBRATE RECOVERY MEETS THURSDAYS  
(7—9 PM) IN THE GOOD SHEPHERD ROOM 
 
If you are human, chances are you have experi-
enced some of life's hurts, habits and hang-ups!    
A small group of us have been meeting on Thurs-
day evenings Celebrate Recovery is based on eight 
principles from the Beatitudes. The purpose of Cel-
ebrate Recovery is to encourage fellowship and to 
celebrate God's healing power in our lives as we 
work our way along the road to  recovery. If you 
are interested in finding out more about it, please 
join us. Questions? Contact Cathy Morley at                   
catmo57@hotmail.com or 567-8162. 
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       "Hands" at Wellspring  - seldom still:   

       food preparing, cleaning, sorting, tossing, transporting up and 

       down steps, greeting, praying.  On it goes.   

       We sense and 'see' God's Hand here, too.  It is never clenched

        or combative,  but open,  generous, and welcoming.  

       May ours, as volunteers, be the same to the many who come to

        us.  We want to keep our hands open to receive from Him so 

       we can give to others... and receive from them as well. 

        

       Needs: 

         1. Our Christmas Room opens Wednesday, November 20.  

           It will provide a place for parents and guardians to pick out 

            gifts for children in their care.  We invite you to add gift items

            for those 0-18 yrs.  These can be dropped off on the  

            Beardsley porch any Monday or Tuesday, or taken directly 

            there. Please bag and label clearly so we know it is for that 

            room. 

    2. Manpower to help unload vehicles and carry in donated items to be sorted.  Our staff is mostly 

       women, so the few men on duty get weary. 

    3. 'Bakers' of desserts or coffee bar items.  We take store-bought desserts, too. 

    4. Winter wear of all kinds, sizes. 

    5. Prayer for the physical, mental and spiritual needs of our wonderful volunteers. 

       (We rejoice that Robert Stalker was able to visit us the other day after serious surgery!) 

 

PRAISE: 

-His presence with us, providing strength, joy, and direction.  His steadfast love is the fuel we need to keep going. 

 

Dates to note:  Nov. 20 - Christmas Room opens 

                        Nov. 22 -  Thanksgiving Dinner 

                        Nov. 27-29 - Closed for Thanksgiving Break. (Wed. and Friday) 

 

     How thankful we are for Houghton Wesleyan's generous love. 

     Beth Beardsley. (for the Board) 

Community Worship & Prayer Gathering 
6:30 pm on Sunday, November 3 at the Fillmore Wesleyan Church 
Led by Raquel & Daniel Escriban & Matthew & Bridgette Brooks 

For additional info, please contact Marcie Brooks, 567-2652 
Sponsored by Fillmore Powerhouse Youth Center and Friends 
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Community Service Opportunity!  Ambulance Drivers.   
The HVFD Ambulance Service seeks additional ambulance drivers.  
Qualifications: Good health, valid driver’s license (commercial license not required) 
Expectations:  In-house training,  yearly physical exam, monthly HVFD meetings (first Monday).  Onc-all 
schedule to fit your availability.    
Is it time to step up?   EMTs and firefighters are also needed if ambulance driving is not of interest to you. 
 For  info or to apply go to:  http://apply.houghtonvfd.org and http://info.houghtonvfd.org       Or contact: 
Maegan.Stadelmaier@houghtonvfd.org   Ray.Parlett@houghton.edu    Seth.Taylor@houghtonvfd.org 

 upstairs one bedroom apartment. Stove and fridge included. Non smoking, no pets. 
Call or text 716-955-0310  

 
 2 bedroom ground floor apartment. Stove and fridge provided. Non smoking, no pets. 

No laundry hookup. Available mid November. Call or text 716-955-0310  

Remembering the Bump the Dump  
ANGELICA — Concerned Citizens of Allegany County (CCAC) is asking for help from the public as it plans 
to mark the 30th anniversary of the successful “Bump the Dump” campaign. 
 

CCAC is interested in artifacts and photos from the protests. It is also collecting and preserving an oral record 
of first-person involvement. If you have a story to tell, a song to sing, a memory, photograph or other items to 
share, CCAC would really like to hear from you. Call or text 585- 466-4474 or  contactusccac@gmail.com. 
 

The Bump the Dump effort fought state plans to locate a nuclear dump in Allegany County without local con-
sent, and led to a Supreme Court decision that now protects every community in the United States.  CCAC is 
working to memorialize this very significant local history. 

http://apply.houghtonvfd.org
http://info.houghtonvfd.org
mailto:Maegan.Stadelmaier@houghtonvfd.org
mailto:Ray.Parlett@houghton.edu
mailto:Seth.Taylor@houghtonvfd.org
mailto:contactusccac@gmail.com
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CHURCH STAFF                        
 

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor   585-567-2024  wesoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor   585-307-9950  joncole@hwchurch.org  
  

Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor   585-567-2024  cindyoden@hwchurch.org  
 

Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor   585-365-3102  paulshea@hwchurch.org  
 

Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director   567-4870   amandacox@hwchurch.org  
 

Emily Spateholts, Director of Children’s Ministries  (Sunday ministries & Valley Preschool) 

808-8925  emilyspateholts@hwchurch.org 
 

Ann McNeill, Director of Children’s Ministries  (Wednesday Kids Club, Library, RFKC, Cradle Roll) 

437-5151  annmcneill@hwchurch.org 
 

Austen Kewin, Pastoral Ministry Resident   215-353-8692  austenkewin@hwchurch.org 

*** 

Office, 585-567-2264, office@hwchurch.org   HOURS: Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

mailto:woden@hwchurch.org
mailto:jcole@hwchurch.org
mailto:coden@hwchurch.org
mailto:acox@hwchurch.org


November 3 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00, 4:30 pm) 
a.m. Is Forgiveness Enough? (John 8:1-11) 
p.m. Prayer Vigil Begins/Small Groups 
 

November 10 (8:20, 9:40 11:00) 
a.m. The Tension of Witnessing for Jesus (John 15:26-27) 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

November 17 (8:20, 9:40 11:00, 5:00 pm) 
a.m. What Does It Mean to Witness for Jesus? (Romans 
10:14-17) 
p.m. Small Groups 
 

November 24 (8:20, 9:40 11:00, 5:00 pm) 
a.m. Living Between Now and Not Yet (Jeremiah 29:1-9) 
p.m. Prayer Vigil Conclusion / Small Groups 

 

Prayer Vigil Need –  
please bring any old t-shirts, jeans, pieces of fabric, or 
yarn to the church office  to be used in the prayer room 
for the prayer vigil this fall.  Thank you. 

All packed Operation Christmas 
Child shoeboxes are due by   
November 10. Please drop them 
off in the Community Room  
foyer on or before this date.  

Rolland Fletcher died Monday, October 21 in Waukesha, WI. 
Arrangements in Houghton are:  
Visitation: Thursday, November 21, 9:00-11:00 am here at the church 
Memorial Service: Thursday, November 21, 11:00 am here at the church 

PRAYER VIGIL PRAYER WALK 
Prayer walking is a powerful way to slow down and intentionally 
come together to engage with our community.  As we walk, we invite 
God’s presence to be tangibly seen and known in our midst as His 
Spirit guides our intercession. 
  
In conjunction with the HWC prayer vigil, we invite you meet on the 
Houghton College Wesley Chapel Steps at 4:00pm Sunday, 11/3 to 
take part in a 30-minute prayer walk through the Houghton Commu-
nity, ending at HWC and its opening Prayer Vigil service at 
4:30.  There will also be a second prayer walk on Sunday, 11/24, 
meeting at Wesley Chapel and ending at HWC’s closing Prayer Vigil 
service.  We hope you’ll join us! 


