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Weeping for Notre Dame

I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that
perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing:
Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us. Let all who are spiritually mature agree on these things. If you disagree on some point, I
believe God will make it plain to you. But we must hold on to the progress we have already made.
Philippians 3:12-16

Notre Dame is burning!
We were setting up for the Journey to the Cross when Cindy told us the news that arguably the most
famous cathedral in the world was being destroyed by fire. My heart sank and sadness came over me.
Just a little over 34 years ago, Cindy and I spent a few weeks in Paris visiting my sister and her family.
We set aside a few days visiting the Palace at Versailles, the Arc de Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower, Sacré-Cœur,
and Notre Dame. It was a Sunday that we stood in this ancient church listening to the beautiful sounds of a
choir echoing across the hall in the shadow of stained glass, architecture and ancient stone. It was a deeply
moving moment.
Watching the images of this place of worship engulfed in flames made me ill. The art. The majesty.
The history. Irreplaceable. All of it irreplaceable.
And then a thought came to me. Places of worship can never be limited to what they have been; they
are also about what they might be. This is as true of our building in Houghton as it is of the cathedral in Paris.
We get so attached to the buildings because they elicit memories of holy moments, of lessons learned,
of spiritual victories won—defining experiences that we hold close in our hearts. We do this because it is
helpful for us to remember. God tells Israel to remember, in fact, he tells them to never forget, because
remembering always leads to gratitude and thanksgiving, which lead back to God and his goodness and grace.
But if our journey with Jesus is primarily looking back, we will be apt to find moving forward not just
frightening but unappealing. We like focusing on the past because it is safe and secure, whereas the future is
foreboding and uncertain. But as the passage above reminds us, even as we hold on to the progress we have
made, we lean into the future of what is yet to come. And why would we do this? Why would we risk the
uncertainty of what we have not yet experienced? Because God is calling us. And whatever and wherever God
calls us is only good for us. Not necessarily easy, but always good. Not necessarily painless, but always best.
Not necessarily pleasant, but always pleasing.
As we near the end of our church year, how will you lean into the future? How will you allow God
opportunities to prove himself to you? Changing your spending habits so that you have more available to help
meet our Community Financial Plan? Letting go of something in order to use your gifts in service to others in
the church or through the church? Putting aside fear and gently and lovingly walking through open doors of
sharing Jesus with people who do not understand who he is?
Fortunately, some of the cathedral was spared and a great deal of Notre Dame’s treasures were rescued.
We give thanks for those who saved these valuable articles of history and worship. We also give thanks for our
valuable past; it is valuable and important. None of us want to see it lost. We lament the loss. But God is in the
future as much as he was in the past. May God help all of us trust him in the days to be as we have the days
that have been.
Blessings,

Election of Leaders
Elections take place on Sunday, May 19 before and after the morning worship services. Voting stations will
be available in the sanctuary and CE building foyers with members of the Nominating Committee on hand to
assist you. Sample ballots and nominee information will be posted throughout the church in order for you to
think and pray about the election. You may also access the ballot on the church website (www.hwchurch.org).
A vote on the budget will also be a part of the election process.

Dessert and Vision Gathering – Celebrating God’s Faithfulness Together

Everyone who attends the Houghton Church is invited to gather Sunday evening, May 19, 5:00pm to hear what
God has done in and among us this past year and to think about what God is calling us to in the year ahead.
Everyone is invited to bring a dessert to share. Along with the desserts, we will hear some words of encouragement about God in our lives and you will have the opportunity to discuss your ideas about how the Houghton
Church can more effectively embrace God’s mission for us as we serve each other, our communities and the
larger world. Childcare through Grade 6 will be available at the church.

CONDOLENCES
We offer condolences to the Bob Danner and his family (son, Nathan and Casda Danner, sister,
Marilyn Hiler, and grandchildren: Clayton and Tory Danner, Courtney and Jonathon Meyer,
Christopher Danner and Joel Danner) at the death of Roselyn April 22.
We offer condolences to Gus and Louise Prinsell at the death of Gus’s sister, Edna on April 15 in
Okinawa, Japan. She spent 65 years of her 94 years in Japan.

Easter Baptisms

Congratulations to Rebecca Ruth Hutton and Nate Esh who were baptized Easter morning.

THANK YOU!
A huge thank you to all who helped with set up, take down and service for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday
Journey to the Cross, the funeral luncheon and the Easter breakfast. Not only did many hands make the work
manageable, it also created a joyous opportunity to be the church in a variety of ways.

Church Clean-Up Day May 4
Help beautify our church facility by participating in our annual Church Work Day
on Saturday, May 4, 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Doughnuts and coffee will be available. Our attention will focus on the exterior of the building and landscaping of
the church grounds so bring gardening tools, such as shovels, rakes, and wheelbarrows. Children are welcome.
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Stewardship – A Life of Generosity

On May 19, our congregation will have the opportunity to vote on the proposed 2019-20 Community Financial
Plan (sometimes referred to as the budget).
Some may wonder why it’s so important that we have a detailed financial plan. Why not simply trust God to
provide our needs?
The Bible encourages planning and the involvement of others in the process. ProvHoughton Wesleyan Church erbs 15:22 says, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed.” (NIV)
exists to help people

experience
a living relationship
with Jesus by:
exalting God joyfully;
knowing God intimately;
serving one another
wholeheartedly;
sharing Christ’s love
locally and globally.

Even while we trust that God will bless us, we need to have a plan! Proverbs 27:23
reminds us: “Be sure you know the condition of your flocks; give careful attention
to your herds.”
There are important reasons why we seek the approval of the entire congregation of
this proposed financial plan.
1. The Community Financial Plan reveals the mission and vision of Houghton
Wesleyan Church. You have heard it said that an individual’s checkbook provides
a glimpse of their priorities. Church financial plans are similar. The way resources
are allocated throughout the course of a year should reflect the church’s mission and
vision.
2. The plan reveals the path forward. Our church has goals, and the financial plan demonstrates how those goals
will be reached. One might say that the financial plan is our game plan to reach our current goals.
3. The financial plan keeps everyone accountable. It keeps us from overspending, and also underspending. You
might think that underspending sounds like a point of celebration, not concern. And it is, as long as underspending isn’t
a reflection of missing some ministry opportunities, of not following through with the game plan. A financial plan keeps
everyone accountable.
4. The financial plan provides an opportunity for involvement and support. By voting to approve this plan, we
indicate our commitment to support the plan—the priorities it reveals, the goals we desire to reach, and our desire to
commit ourselves to godly stewardship through faithful giving.

How do you access the HWC Community Financial Plan?
It is posted on the church website at .https://www.hwchurch.org/stewardship-2/ or you can obtain paper copies at
the church office.
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VILLAGE FOOD DRIVE MAY 17 from 5:30 to 7:30 PM
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PRAY FOR MUSLIMS DURING RAMADAN – May 5-June 4.

To help us join multitudes around the world praying for Muslims during their holy month we encourage you to
sign up for the daily PRAYERCAST online video and info links, which our own Don Little and Ben Hegeman
helped produced. Sign up today at https://prayercast.com/.

Families, friends, and community members
are invited to a

Service of Remembrance
for the children in our Church family
who left us too soon,
from the unborn and just born to adult children.
Please join us at Houghton Wesleyan Church on

Saturday, May 4th at 11:30am
for a time of song, Scripture, and memorial
as we honor our children and their families.
All are welcome.
This celebration of life and acknowledgment of loss and grief ushers in
International Bereaved Mother’s Day, Mother’s Day, and Father’s Day.
**********

Peer-to-Peer Support Group

If you are walking through (or have walked through) the grief of a miscarriage, stillbirth, or infant loss, we invite you to
join us on the second Tuesday of every month from 6:30-8:00pm in Room 105 at Houghton Wesleyan Church (past the
church offices, across from the library) for a peer-to-peer support group. The first meeting will be May 14th. Parents,
grandparents, and caregivers welcome; please no children. For more information or details, please contact Emily
Spateholts at emily.spateholts@gmail.com or 585-808-8925.
A few resources will be added to the library for your use as well, including:
Loved Baby: 31 Devotions, Helping You Grieve and Cherish Your Child After Pregnancy Loss by Sarah Philpott
Inheritance of Tears: Trusting the Lord of Life When Death Visits the Womb by Jessalyn Hutto ;Our Heaven Baby: a
book on miscarriage and the hope of Heaven by Leah Vis (telling siblings about their brothers and sisters in Heaven)
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Starting May 15, join us on the Houghton College Quad on Wednesday Nights at 6:30 for “Bikes on
the Quad,” a time for family fellowship while the kids ride the quad. (We are not limited to bikes!
Bring baseballs and gloves, soccer balls, Frisbees, sidewalk chalk.) We will meet every Wednesday
May 15 – August 21.

Children’s Church

We could use teachers and assistants for Children's Church during the 11:00 services in May and June - please let Pastor
Laurie know if you can help. Our college student helpers will be leaving us at the end of the college semester.

Also, during Summer Sabbath, we like to give our regular Children's Church workers a break, so if you would like to
join the Children's Church team, please let Laurie know. We need a teacher and assistant every Sunday at 10am during
Summer Sabbath in both the 2-3 year old classroom and the 4-5 year old classroom.

Kid’s Club

We had a great time on Wednesday nights at Kid's Club this semester with our Animal Tales theme. Thank you to our
team leaders: Beth Beardsley, Jeff Babbitt, Lydia Christiansen and Kurt Habecker! Also, a big thank you to Donna
Blew for directing our Jr. Kid's Club and Karen Liddick, Kathy Moore, LuAnne Brubaker, Bethie and Nick Liddick,
Eliza Kelly and Bob Smalley for doing a great job with crafts, Bible class and game time!

Sunday School

Sunday School has some changes coming up - we will certainly miss Claire Bintz as she has done a great job with our
4th Grade class. The Bintz family is moving this month. I am thankful for Elsa Kettinger who will step up and fill the
role for the rest of the year. We are also sad to say goodbye to Eliza Kelly who helps with Kid's Club and our Toddler
Sunday School class. We have had a wonderful group of college students helping with Sunday School this year, which
we will miss when the semester ends: Geri Edwards in 5th Grade, Carly Cronin in Kindergarten and Anja Oberg in the 4
year old class.

Nursery

The Nursery needs your help! Thanks to some faithful volunteers, we have the 8:20 and 9:40 services covered through
the end of September. However, we have no one for the 11:00 services! We need two adult volunteers each week May
through the end of September in order to offer nursery during that service. Would you consider helping out? If so,
please contact Jan Schilke at 567-4889 or the church office at 567-2264. Thank you!

Junior Church

Our Junior Church teachers, Andrea Boon and Heidi Miller have done a terrific job leading our 1-3rd graders over the
past 4 years. We are so grateful for their leadership. They are taking a break from Junior Church and we thinking creatively as we plan for the fall. We are hoping to have some Houghton College students that are Education/Music Education majors come and lead our Junior Church program. If we can find adults that have teaching certifications who are
willing to volunteer once a month, the students may be able to receive credit for practicum hours. Please consider helping out once a month during the 8:20 service if you are/were a teacher with a NYS teaching certification.
NOTE: There will be no Jr Church on Mother's Day so you can sit with Mom during the service.

New Baby

David Roland Coats was born on April 2nd to Mom Gillian (Martel) and Dad Jesse and
brother Daniel. Congratulations to the Coats family!
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Put on your calendars:

June 9th is our Annual Sunday School picnic to
honor our Sunday School teachers and helpers.
The Congregation is invited to participate!

WKFM “RETIRED” or Transformed. Our final WKFM is May 5th.
The monthly children’s ministry known as “WKFM” – Wesleyan Kids for Missions officially comes to a close at
Houghton Wesleyan in May 2019 after over or 70 years of ministry. Children will now receive monthly mission emphasis built into the regular Sunday School curriculum rather than in a separate program.
The Wesleyan Church denomination phased out WKFM materials several years ago, but Houghton Wesleyan
continued on, most recently under the leadership of Linda Knapp. Beth Beardsley faithfully served as a local WKFM
leader and worker for many decades.
It is noteworthy that Linda Knapp’s grandmother, Aileen O. Shea was one of the early national leaders of what
was then known as Young Missionaries Workers Band, headquartered in Houghton. “YMWB” was founded by Houghton resident and missionary to Sierra Leone, Mary Lane Clark as early as 1910. Over the years contributions of 52 cents
a year per child raised nationally enough funds to build a hospital in Sierra Leone and support various missionaries and
projects.
Hundreds of Houghton children first gained interest in missions in WKFM classes, and many have served on
short term teams at home and abroad. Our prayer is that children will continue to look at the world through the eyes
of Jesus for years to come.
Pictures L to R:
Founder Mary Clark

Leader Aileen Shea

WKFM leaders and children in 1990s

Sunday evening, June 2 at 5:00 p.m.
in the Church Community Room
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From the

Library Shelves
The church library is always open when the building is open. Please come in and see what we
have that might interest you, whether it is a book, a CD or a DVD.
We have recently added a number of Jan Karon’s Mitford series books to our Large Print
section, as well as the rest of Beverly Lewis’s Abram’s Daughters and Annie’s People series.
Also added are several seasons of The Waltons on DVD. Great for family viewing!
As always, PLEASE remember to return your items when finished so others may enjoy them
as you have. THANKS!!

Thank you for your prayers for Nancy, Jon,
Luke, and Emma Cole. Because people are
asking about taking them a meal or two, we
are opening this up to the congregation.
You may go directly to

TakeThemAMeal.com
and locate the schedule by the recipient’s last
name (Cole) and the password is volleyball.
Thank you for praying for and helping the
Cole family as they are dealing with Nancy’s
health issues.

Dear Church Family,
You must be closet and drawer cleaning now
that Spring is here.
Many useful and beautiful clothing pieces have
come in as donations. Thank you for helping us
provide our clients with items they need and like.
(That applies to household goods as well.). We will
take wedding/prom gowns.
Over 100 people shared a delicious ham dinner
with us on April 17. We salute and thank Tops
store in Wellsville for donating reusable grocery
bags that we handed out to families with a ham
piece, can of corn, and boxed scalloped potatoes
inside. What a good start for an Easter meal!
- In April we welcomed Sam Perriannan as a
volunteer. (He is Jeshrun Perry's father.)
- Friday, May 24th we are closed for Memorial
Day weekend break.
- Pray please for folks to make decisions to be
Jesus followers.
Beth Beardsley (for the Board)
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Career of an Army linguist ~ Mark Getzin

Mark Getzin, a retired military linguist and current
Cuba Patriot columnist, lives half the year on Rushford Lake
and the remainder in Washington, DC. He reflects on the importance of foreign language
proficiency in the US Military. Beyond the obvious, how do linguistics and military service intersect, where do such linguists work, and what are the unique challenges most of us have never considered? Come hear a personal, engaging testimony regarding God’s guidance during a
40 year career.
Our final noon luncheon of the year will be in the Houghton Wesleyan Church Community
Room. Bring your own table service. Anyone over 55, with any caregivers, will be warmly
welcomed. Bring a friend who may not normally attend. Here is our May potluck meal
schedule.
Last initials: A-F casseroles;
G-N salads;
O-Z desserts
Swap with someone if you want to make a different item!

With Gratitude...
I was determined to keep Roselyn from being committed to a nursing home, but this could not be a singular
effort. I could not have reached this goal had it not been for a significant group of caregivers who committed themselves wholeheartedly, selflessly, graciously, and generously to making that goal a reality. There
will never be enough words or actions of gratitude to adequately say thank you to these eight
Courtney Danner Meyer
Becky Hutton
Kelly Smith
Crystal VonBuren
Jenna Bently
Raquel Acevedo
Bethany Elliott
Sahara Javener
Beyond that there are the supporters who prayed, brought food, visited, called and generally let me know
that they cared and were supporting us throughout this process. Too many to name for fear of missing someone in the process, but nonetheless magnificently important in making my goal a reality. Blessings on you
dear people of Houghton, Houghton Church, and others.
Bob
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Houghton Royal Family Kids Camp
Dear Friends, Volunteers, Prayer Partners and Financial Supporters,
Thanks to God working through you, Houghton RFKC will be celebrating its 25th year of providing one
week of safe, positive memories to 52 deserving children at Camp Asbury, this coming July 7 – 12,
2019! In case you don’t know, we are an outreach ministry of the Houghton Wesleyan Church serving children ages 6 – 12 who have backgrounds of neglect, abuse or abandonment. Our camp is one of nearly 250
camps in more than 40 states and 6 countries. People often ask me what we need for camp, so here are a few
thoughts:
We need about $55,000 in donations annually. Nearly half of this comes from individuals who contribute $300 toward our “camper scholarship” program. Houghton RFKC receives other one-time personal donations ranging from $10 to $4,000 as well as support from agencies such as the Allegany
County Department of Social Services, the Allegany County United Way, the Gideons and from several churches across NY State.
We need more than 100 Prayer Partners to commit to praying for our campers and volunteers.
Contact Laurie.dashnau@houghton.edu or briana.hollenback17@houghton.edu
We need adult (18 and above) volunteers! We need people who have a heart for kids and who are willing to
step forward and say, “How can I help?” Volunteers can serve as individual counselors (with two campers)
or in the areas of drama, sports, crafts, dining hall, woodworking, boating and fishing. If you have a willing
heart, we can find a place for you at camp! We have special need for male volunteers! Whether male or
female, if you want to “get your toes wet”, consider volunteering for the carnival that takes place on
Thursday, July 11, from 1 – 6pm. Just contact nancy.murphy@houghton.edu to sign up to run a
carnival game.
Donated items such as the following are appreciated: new or used fitted single-bed sheets, new or used
beany-babies and stuffed animals in good condition; small appliances for our “take-apart table” (we
cannot accept TVs or items with glass).
The verse campers will be memorizing as part of our Sheepfold curriculum for 2019 is
“Because the Lord is my shepherd, I have everything I need.”
-Psalm 23:1

MEALS ON WHEELS - Service Opportunity

We need drivers for this vital community service of delivering
meals to people in the Houghton, Fillmore, Hume and Wiscoy
area. You would be asked to drive one day each month, for
example, the 2nd or 3rd Wednesday. It takes about an hour of
your time to provide for those in need. We are currently
working on the summer schedule (May-August). If you can
even help over the summer months, it would be appreciated.
Your children may ride along as you make the deliveries,
experiencing Christ’s love in action.
Please call if you’re interested in helping.
Judi Mayhle, local driver coordinator for Meals on Wheels
(h) 567-8241
(c) 585 356-8695
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HOUSE PAINTING
AND
POWER WASHING

If you are interested in
having your house painted,
house power-washed or deck stained, contact
Phil Merrill at (585) 610-8882

HOME FOR SALE
9804 Luckey Drive, Houghton. Ranch style home within walking distance of Houghton Academy and College. Main floor living area has 1276 square feet of living space. Vinyl siding and roof within last 10 years.
Three bedrooms; a modern stacked washer & dryer in one bedroom, bathroom with newly-installed handicap accessible shower, dining room, kitchen and living room. New front ramp/entrance. Also a covered and
enclosed side porch. Basement has full kitchen, full bath, laundry/furnace room, living room, and three side
rooms. There is a detached one-car garage with a new garage door and an automatic door opener. Beautiful
flowers and landscaping. $92,000 (appraised for $105,000) Contact Peter Spear (Eileen’s son) at
716.676.3786.

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE SCHEDULE
May 19 – June 30
July 7 – August 11
August 18 – September 1
September 8

Worship – 8:30 and 11:00 / Sunday School – 9:45
Worship – 10:00 / No Sunday School
Worship – 8:20, 9:40 and 11:00 / No Sunday School
Worship – 8:20, 9:40 and 11:00 / Sunday School – 9:40
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Valley Preschool's three-mornings-per-week program for children ages three through
five provides a safe, nurturing environment in which young children learn, explore,
develop physically, mentally, and spiritually, engage with peers and caring adults, and
develop a love of learning.
Children have daily opportunities to learn through time in learning and activity centers
(reading, literacy, & dramatic play, art, sand & water, blocks & puzzles, etc.), as well as
through planned lessons on a variety of topics. Using books, music, Bible and other stories,
daily gym or playground time, table projects, and lots of conversation, our children sharpen
listening skills, use analytical thinking, develop language skills, improve fine and gross motor
skills, and share creative ideas all of which gives them good preparation and competency for
future learning and understanding in more formal school settings.
Applications for the 2019-20 school year are available on our bulletin board and
online at hwchurch.org./children/ Please contact the director/teacher, Casda Danner
(585-567- 4314 or casdadanner@hwchurch.org), if you have questions about your child
ages 3-5 attending VPS next year or would like more information.
NOTE: An application fee discount is given for applications received by May 31st

SUNDAYS IN MAY
May 5(8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am)
a.m. God’s Gift of Stewardship (Genesis 1:28-30; 2:15)
p.m. Small Groups
May 12 (8:20 am / 9:40 am / 11:00 am)
a.m. The Joy of Generosity (Exodus 36: 1-7)
May 19 (8:30 am / 11:00 am, 5:00 pm)
a.m. Still We Can Hope (2 Timothy 2) Pastor Cindy Oden
p.m. Vision Gathering
May 26 (8:30 am / 11:00 am)
a.m. Youth Sunday

CHURCH STAFF

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org
Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Pastor
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org
Austen Kewin, Pastoral Ministry Resident
austenkewin@hwchurch.org
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
567-2264 office@hwchurch.org

