FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
11:00 MORNING WORSHIP
MARCH 31, 2019
As the prelude begins, let us observe silence as we prayerfully
anticipate this hour of corporate worship of Almighty God.

Prelude: There is a Fountain …………………………………..arr. Mark Siebert
What Wondrous Love is This …………………………arr. Craig Phillips
*Call to Worship (from Psalms 130 and 103)
Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord; Lord, hear my voice.
Let your ears be attentive to my cry for mercy.
If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord, who could stand?
But with you there is forgiveness,
so that we can, with reverence, serve you.
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.
I wait for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning,
more than watchmen wait for the morning.
Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love
and with him is full redemption.
He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.
The Lord is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in love.
*Invocation
*Hymn 335

the boundaries we have created out of differences, and the lines we have drawn
out of fear. Empower us to live as ambassadors of light in the darkness of this
world. And may we embrace the words that empower our lives: In the name of
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Amen.

Song of Preparation: How Deep the Father’s Love for Us
*New Testament Reading: Matthew 26:47-56
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!

*Song:

There is a Redeemer

Sermon:

Betrayed by Love
Pastor Wes Oden

Pastoral Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer
Please feel free to use the altar as your place of prayer
as we bow in humility before our loving heavenly Father.
If kneeling is difficult for you, please use the red chairs or stand by the altar rail.

*Hymn 378

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

*Benediction
*Congregational Amen (Hymn 656, Threefold)
*Postlude: God of Grace …………………………………………...arr. Paul Manz
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

*Words of Greeting and Peace
Anthem: There is a Fountain ………………………………….Wendell Whalum
Old Testament Reading: Psalm 6
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God!

*Doxology
Worship through the Giving of Our Tithes and Offerings

*Please stand if able
Organist: Judy Congdon

Worship Leader: Andrew Oden
Acolyte: Ellie Brubaker & Evie Cox

NURSERY: We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to two years of age.
The Nursery is located on the first floor of the Christian Education Building and is
available during services.
There are KID'S BAGS AND BIBLES available in the book shelf on the left side
of the foyer next to the Men's restroom.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Following the New Testament scripture reading
children ages 2-5 will be dismissed for Children's Church which meets in the
Christian Ed building in Room 116.

Offertory: I Will Wait for You (Psalm 130) …..Kauflin, Merker, Getty, Townend
Prayer of Confession
Merciful Savior, at Your cross, we find the beginning of each of our stories:
sinners in need of God’s grace. We confess that in our pride—we neglect your
grace, and in our judgment—we withhold your grace. Forgive us, Lord, for the
relationships in which we focus on past sins instead of present redemption; in
getting revenge instead of seeking forgiveness; for excluding, rather than
welcoming those who reflect your image, for worrying about gaining power
rather than embracing humble vulnerability. By Your strength may we no
longer regard anyone from a worldly point of view, but through the eyes of grace
and redemption. Merciful Lord, forgive us for the walls we have built out of hate,

WELCOME TO THE HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH. The season of Lent is a
time for reflection and action as we ponder the death of Jesus. These 40 days lead
us through the deserts and valleys of life and through the peaks and joys of life.
On this fourth Sunday in Lent, we remember that depths of God’s love for us in
Christ. May our worship help us to focus on our need and on his grace.
NEXT SUNDAY MORNING: we continue in our Lenten journey through Matthew
26. Next Sunday’s sermon focuses on the idea of Abused by God’s People
(Matthew 26:57-68). Join in the worship at 8:20, 9:40 or 11:00.

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER GROUP meets from 6:30 to 7:30 in Room 9
beneath the sanctuary.
CELEBRATE RECOVERY meets Thursday evenings from 7-9 p.m. in the Good
Shepherd Room.
The Flower Committee WELCOMES EASTER PLANTS to decorate the church
for Easter Sunday. If you would like to honor a loved one, please give the
information to Patty Stalker in the church office by Monday, April 15, and
please leave your plant at the church by Good Friday, April 19. The flower
committee will be purchasing lilies for $15 if you would like one.
JOURNEY TO THE CROSS: On Good Friday, April 19 (10:00am – 6:00pm), you
are invited to participate in a Journey to the Cross. The Journey will take place
in the church community room and will contain destinations that lead us through
the last hours of Jesus life. This is event is intended to help us contemplate the
meaning of Christ’s sacrifice for us.
STEWARDSHIP

Received (June 1—Present): $646,551.33
Budgeted (June 1—Present): $657,186.20

MISSION MOMENT – We pray for World Hope/GP workers, including our
Stacia N., in Eastern Europe as they seek to “see God’s Kingdom change
communities through a prayer-led disciple making movement as local followers
of Jesus discover Scripture, obey God’s commands, and engage together as the
body of Christ.” Let us join an April prayer focus on possible open doors in a
new city.
PERSECUTED CHURCH – The news reports the end of the ISIS caliphate. But in
the wake of years of violence, disruption, and displacement let us remember
those like mother and daughter, Jandark and Joumana, from Quauqosh, Iraq who
return years later to homes and churches to rebuild their lives and testify to the
forgiveness of Christ for their enemies. (See “Stories” Open Doors USA)
PRAYER CONCERNS: for all who are grieving; for people with health concerns:
Phyllis Osgood, Grace Taylor, Debbie Alderman Wilson, Dan Moore, The
Marsh Family, Jon Retz, Emily Hood (A.C. Taylor’s cousin), Bob Brown, Bill
Getty, Nancy Cole, Roselyn Danner, Eileen Spear, Evelyn Heil, Dan Gurley,
Sheryl O’Brien, Gwen Mercer, Gus and Louise Prinsell, Bethie Liddick, Bev
Rhett, Phil Main, Emily Crikelair, Mike Raybuck, Sheldon Emerson (Darby
Luckey’s brother), Eila Shea, Izabela Daugherty (Dave and Karen’s daughterin-law), Peter Lingenfelter; for the injured and grieving from tragedies and
disasters; for refugees; for peace amid threats of war; for the leaders of our
government; for Wellsville Full Gospel Church (Pastor Jesse Tanner).

