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When His Kingdom Comes or Unwrapping Christmas
But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman….
Galatians 4:4

One of the joys of the Christmas celebration is the giving and receiving of gifts. But much of the
joy is not just in the gift but in what is revealed when the wrapping is removed. When our children
and grandchildren were toddlers, they found as much if not more joy in the wrapping paper as in
what was underneath it. There is something exciting about unwrapping a gift.
Sometimes Advent can feel more repetitious than exciting. We sing the same songs as we have
for years. We read the same prophecies. We light the same candles. It all feels like we’ve done it
before. And yet, every year…if we are looking for it…God springs something new on us. That’s
what I’m hoping for me and you this Advent season.
I have been thinking about the great mysteries of life: that God would care so deeply for his
creation that when his creation rejects him and continues to reject him, his response is to humble
himself by becoming one of his creation. It is the great mystery and miracle of all.
We tend to view the coming of Christ in glorious, but rather narrow, terms. We tend to think of
his coming as effecting predominately the spiritual dimension of human existence. But this assumes
that we are compartmentalized people. This assumes that God does not create us and our world as a
whole and that his intent and design for his creation is that all would experience his shalom in all of
life. Our mindset also assumes that Jesus comes and ushers in the kingdom with authority and power
over only a section, a percentage, of God’s world. But that is not true. When Jesus comes, he comes
to renew and to restore all that exists in God’s wondrous world.
During the season of Advent, we are going to explore this idea in more detail. We are going to
ponder what it means for Jesus to come in history, in our relationships, in government and in
heaven. I believe that these ideas shape the way we think about God, about ourselves, about others,
about our world.
Let me invite you to engage in this season of Advent, this season of unwrapping Christmas—in
the carols, the prophecies, the candles and the worship—on Sunday mornings and in some of the
special events on Sunday nights. As you do, may God fill you with his wondrous grace and mercy,
celebrating Jesus.
Because Christ is born,

Pastor Wes

PRAYER VIGIL

We have just completed our tenth 3-week, 24/7 prayer vigil. Once again,
we experienced the blessing and grace of God through an extended time
of prayer. While we didn’t cover every hour, someone was praying 428 of
the 504 hours! Many of these hours were individuals praying, but we also
had numerous hours of groups praying—families, couples, roommates,
friends, youth classes, children’s Sunday School classes, Houghton College athletic teams and Houghton College Honors Group.
We believe that because of our prayers, God has and will continue to
work miraculously—in ways that we can see and quantify and in ways
that are more hidden. Whichever, we are pleased to be part of something
that God is doing, something that is beyond us.
Thanks to everyone who came to pray—your involvement is a means of
God speaking into your life and is an inspiration to others about prayer.
Thank you to everyone who helped prepare the prayer room for this
event—your time, energy, creativity and effort was and is being used by
God to inspire hundreds of people who came and continue to come to
pray. A special word of gratitude to the group of people who sacrificed
time and sleep during the hours of midnight and 4:00am to provide security for those who came to pray. As we have prayed and as we continue to
pray, may God be praised and may our lives be transformed.

Welcome New Members

With great joy we welcome these new members into the life of our church:

Doyin and Jossy Adenuga

Nicholas and Bethie Liddick
Page 2

Jon and Mim Case

Bill and Jayne Swanson

Pat and Sarah Hager

AC and Meghan Taylor

HWC College Ministries

is excited to invite you to a Soup and Chili
Lunch and Caroling afternoon on Sunday,
December 9th.
12:30pm—Soup and Chili Lunch in the
Community Room
1:30pm—Caroling throughout the Houghton community (departing from Community Room)
All community and church members are
welcome, along with any soup or chili that
you can provide!
All are also welcome to attend the semester’s final Koinonia worship service at 7:00pm in the Recital Hall.
Join our college students in seeking the Lord as they head into finals week.

STEWARDSHIP – A Life of Generosity

We are in the midst of the season when we eagerly anticipate celebrating the birth of Jesus – God’s greatest
gift to us. This is a time of much giving and receiving. Our
giving to God’s work through the church is one way we express our gratitude. Additionally, giving provides us with a
sense of joy and thanksgiving knowing that our gifts have
helped others experience God’s love.
May your generous support of Houghton Wesleyan Church
continue to be as much a blessing to you as it is to others.
“Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”2 Cor. 9:15

REMINDER: All Gifts for Calendar Year 2018
need to be:
•
•
•

Given in church on December 30 or delivered to the church office by the 31st
Mailed with a postmark date of December 31st or earlier
Given on-line by 2:00 pm on December 31st in order to ensure a transaction date in 2018

UP TO THE MINUTE MISSION HEADLINES!

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING PLANNED – The annual offering received at the two candle-light services
on December 24, and on line will go to our Wesleyan sister churches in Egypt to match other gifts and help
construct a training center and new church building in a growing area outside Cairo. This is a miraculous,
unprecedented opportunity and we are praying for God’s blessing and multiplication of these gifts. Be praying.
MISSION CONFERENCE DATES ANNOUNCED – February 6,9,10. Save these dates. Wednesday
World Tour for all ages; Saturday Brunch with weekend speaker, Dr. JoAnne Lyon, Sunday full slate of opportunities.“All over the world this Gospel is bearing fruit and growing.” (Col. 1:6)
REACHING OUT - Pray for Crystal Schierer in Romania, December; The Smalleys return to Eleuthera in
January; Work team preparing for church roof construction in Haiti in January.
MISSIONARY MAILBAG – Pick up your copy of the monthly Missionary Mailbag, at the sanctuary and C.E.
building foyers. If you prefer contact valiandelizabeth@gmail.com for email version.
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To the Houghton Church Congregation,

The exchanging of gifts during the Christmas season is a tangible way of
recognizing God's gift of grace in Jesus. For the Houghton Church congregation, this is an opportunity for us to give gifts to our pastoral staff
whose gifts of service we receive throughout the year. They are meant
to be a loving response from the church family as a whole. You may
give by cash or check clearly designated as “Pastors’ Christmas
Gift.” Please give your contributions to one of the Elder representatives,
David Mercer or Matthew Webb, or leave it with Patty Stalker in the
church office by December 21. Gifts can also be made online. (Please
remember that your gift is tax-deductible, but taxable for those who
receive it.)
Thank you as you generously give. We pray God’s richest blessing for
you and your family during this Advent season.
Matthew Webb
(For the Board of Elders)

Messiah Sing-Along
Join us for a community wide

Messiah Sing-Along

on Sunday, December 9 at 5pm!

Led by the church choir, the entire congregation is invited to join in and sing with us the
anthems of the Christmas portion of Handel’s Messiah. We will also have soloists to sing the
solos. We will have scores to hand out among the congregation, but please bring your own if
you have one! Even if you would rather not sing, please come and join us in this wonderful
celebration of God’s gift to us. Please contact Amanda Cox with any questions.

DECORATING PARTY:
Please join us on Saturday, December 1, from 10:00
a.m. to 12:00 noon to decorate the sanctuary for
Christmas. All ages are invited to help decorate.
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December 16 at 5:00 p.m.
Bring your instruments.
Bring a plate of cookies to share (leave them in the church kitchen) before joining voices in celebrating our
annual Carol Sing in the sanctuary. If you are able to bring an extra plate of cookies, we have a small group
that is willing to package them to be given away through the food pantry for the Christmas season.

Our 50th year at Valley Preschool is off to a good start. Our staff of four
(Laura Dibble, Brandy Joslyn, Joy Mansfield and I) and our two volunteers
(Joan Zeija and Brenda Montanye) enjoy and are kept busy by the 23 three
and four-year-olds with us this year. At this writing we are preparing for our
annual Thanksgiving Feast and have been talking about our many blessings.
December will be busy with learning about the first Christmas, Christmas
songs, and hosting our parents for a Christmas program. Watch for details
about our second community “Stone Soup” dinner in January.
I have been researching things for putting together a time line and have
really enjoyed getting to know my first Alma Mater better. Some of you
reading this may remember some of the early days better than I do, so I
would love to have you tell me about the people and things that you recall
from “your time” with Valley Nursery/Preschool as a student, parent, staff,
or volunteer. I would also love getting pictures or even videos you may have
(not to keep except digitally) as there are gaps in my stash of them. I welcome in person conversations, phone calls (567-4314), and email

Our condolences

To Lucy Hess and her family at the death of her daughter, Beverly Reddaway, on
October 28
To Jayne and Bill Swanson at the death of Jane’s sister-in-law, Dixie Maugens, on
November 14
To Beth Farwell and her family at the death of her father, Robert Granger, on
November 16
To the Jacobson family at the death of Shirley on November 17
To the Norm and Janyce Smithley family at the death of Norm’s mother Marilyn on
November 24
To Dr. John Essepian and his family at the death of his wife Doris on November 24
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Sunday School Schedule

Due to the holidays and people away visiting family, we will not have Sunday School on
December 16th and December 23th or December 30th and January 6th . On these Sundays,
we will have one 10:00 worship service. NOTE: Junior Church will not be meeting on the
Sundays that we have just one 10:00 service.
Thank you to all who are helping out with Children's Church and nursery during the Christmas break.

We collected 130 shoe boxes
for Operation Christmas
Child this year.
Thank you to all who helped pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child!
We packed about 50 boxes here at the church and there were 130 dropped off. A special thank you to Jess Romance
who organized everything and drove the boxes to the collection site.

KIDS CLUB

Kid's Club will start up again on January 16th. All children in First - Sixth grade are welcome to join us on Wednesday
evenings from 6:00 - 7:15.
Junior Kid's Club will also resume at that time for our preschoolers and kindergartners.
If you have any questions, please call the church office or e-mail Pastor Laurie at lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org

From the

Library Shelves
CHRISTMAS!!! A wonderful, bittersweet time of year. Wonderful, because Jesus came to earth for us.
Bitter, because God gave up His beloved only Son. Sweet, because in doing so He made a way for us to have
a relationship with Him. What a wondrous love He has for us! I pray we remember that this year as we celebrate the season with family and friends.
The library has a variety of books on Christmas in both the children’s and adult sections—some to read and
ponder, others to just enjoy a good story. Come on in and find one for a relaxing break during this busy Holiday season.

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS SEASON!

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:
5:00 pm: Family Service
7:00 pm: Traditional Christmas Eve Service
Both services include the lighting of candles and the music
and scriptures of Christmas. The 5:00 pm service will also
include a time for children.
Nursery care will be available for both
services for ages infant through 2 years.

Houghton Academy's service club, Impact
C.R.E.W, is organizing a
school supplies drive from December 3-14 to benefit Journey's End Refugee Services in Buffalo. Our mission is to collect needed school supplies requested by the
organization to support around 60 children. The items can be dropped off at Houghton Academy. It is a great opportunity to share happiness right after Thanksgiving
and before Christmas.
Requested and accepted school supplies are as follows:
1. Back-packs: clean and gently-used if not new
3. Notebooks (Spiral/ Three Ring) (full size and unused)
4. Three-ring binders (hard plastic) (if used, they must be unmarked and in
good condition)
6. Maps of the world or the US
7. Boxes or packets of Kleenex (unused)
8. Small hand sanitizers
9. Boxes of Crayons (must be new)
10. Pens, pencils, erasers, highlighters, markers, sharpies, sharpener,
colored pencils (new)

FOOD PANTRY
Thank you to all who contributed to our church food pantry during our November 18 collection. During the
past year we have helped more than 100 families from Houghton and surrounding communities through this
ministry. If you are still interested in donating please feel free to drop off items at the church office.

The Flower Committee Welcomes
Your Christmas Poinsettias

to help beautify the sanctuary for Christmas. We have purchased
a number of poinsettias which you may purchase for $12.00 each
or you may bring your own on December 14. If you care to purchase one, please leave $12 with Patty Stalker in the church office and fill out a reservation form indicating your preferences. If
you wish to honor a loved one, please leave this information
with Patty by December 13.
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Houghton College is pleased to host its 32nd Annual Christmas Art & Craft Fair. Each year, the Art and Craft Fair is held in the beginning of December and provides community members and students the opportunity to find something special for the holidays
while supporting local artisans and small businesses from across Western New York. This year’s selection of vendors will sell handmade, one-of-a-kind artwork and local goods
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December 17 Luncheon served at noon
We are meeting on MONDAY this month!

Our December gathering will be on Monday, December 17, and not our normal monthly second Thursday.
Our meal begins at noon at the Houghton Church Community Room, and following good fellowship over the
meal, transportation will be provided (if desired) to Houghton Academy to hear Christmas music by their
bands, choirs, and bell choirs.
As a reminder, here is our potluck meal schedule: initials A-F bring salads, G-N bring desserts, and O-Z bring
casseroles (or swap with a friend!). Bring your own table service.
Everyone 55 and older (including any caregivers) will be warmly welcomed. Ask a friend who may not normally come to join you, and all of us.
Questions? Contact Daryl Stevenson at 716-397-6864 or at daryl.stevenson@houghton.edu.

Christmas season - a time to be grateful. And... Wellspring is grateful for YOU!
Thank you for the many and varied donations to us this year, including quarterly
support as part of our missions budget. Without you, we would be faltering, but we
have strong courage to go on into the new year.
November Praises:
-a new board member, Beth Fleischman, from Genesis Bible Church
-increased meal attendees, and apparel recipients
-bountiful Thanksgiving feast for many in the county and beyond
-opening of Christmas Room, with 70plus children already provided with gifts
(Note- We can use new or gently used items for boys and girls ages 5 and up, or cash for staff to purchase.
Please label "Christmas Room".)
-on 'Make a Difference Day' in late October, five Houghton College students worked beside us to clean and
organize. So appreciated.
Note: the "Christmas Room" closes December 21. That day is also the day of our annual Christmas Dinner at
11:30 am. We are closed the entire week of Christmas - 12/26,28. We reopen January 2.
We pray that your Christmas season is rich with His heavenly blessings.
Beth Beardsley for the W.M. Board
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Chester Barker commissioned H. Willard Ortlip to create this example
of installation art around 1950.. For several years Mr. Barker erected
the painted plywood display each Christmas season in the village park
adjacent to the store (Subway today) on Route 19. He then donated the
piece to Houghton Wesleyan Church which continued its seasonal exhibition on church property. As time and weather took their toll, Aileen
Ortlip Shea and Marjorie Ortlip Stockin periodically restored their father’s work. The annual display was discontinued in the 1980s, but the
tradition was restored in 2001 for the church sesquicentennial and again
last Christmas. May its display remind all of the Christ of Christmas.

FOR RENT: 4 Room House

Route 19...within walking distance to the college
Available December 1
Phone 567-8885

0-=4

For Sale: Eight Miniature Tea Sets. Make an offer. Call Connie Smith at 585-610-8881.

DECEMBER AT THE CAMPUS STORE
Bargain Books

Selected just for you! Hundreds of books 40%-80% off retail value! Includes: activity books, Bibles, educational, puzzles, board books, sports, kids, history, novels, biography, science, coloring books, devotionals,
crafts, and more.

5 Days of Christmas at The Highlanders Shop

December 3-7
Monday, December 3rd: 25% off select racks
Tuesday, December 4th: Buy an apparel item, get 25% off Houghton drinkware
Wednesday, December 5th: An extra 30% off clearance
Thursday, December 6th: Free mug with a $50 purchase
Friday, December 7th: $10 off $60 purchase

Gifts, Toys, and Games Sale

25% off December 6th and 7th

November & December

20% off trade books, Bibles, and journals
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December 16 (10:00am, 5:00pm)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in Government (Luke 2:1-7)
p.m. Carol Sing/Cookie Reception
December 23 (10:00 am)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in the Heavens (Revelation 12)
December 30 (10:00 am)
a.m. Pastor Paul Shea

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:

5:00 pm: Family Service
7:00 pm: Traditional Christmas Eve Service
Both services will include the lighting of candles and the music and
scriptures of Christmas. The 5:00 pm service will also include a time
for children.

Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org

Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Pastor
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org
Austen Kewin, Pastoral Ministry Resident
austenkewin@hwchurch.org
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
567-2264 office@hwchurch.org

Houghton Wesleyan Church
P.O. Box 127
Houghton NY 14744

December 9 (8:20am, 9:40am and 11:00am, 5:00pm)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in Our Relationships (Luke 2:8-20)
p.m. Messiah Sing-a-long

Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org

Address Service Requested

December 2 (8:20am, 9:40am and 11:00am)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in History (Matthew 1)
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