HOUGHTON WESLEYAN CHURCH
Houghton, New York

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Jesus Brings Hope”

CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY: We light our first Advent candle to
remind us that we have hope because Jesus is born.
SCRIPTURE: Matthew 1:18-25
MEDITATION: As the years of waiting for the Messiah turn into
decades and then centuries, the people of Israel feel a sense of
hopelessness about their lives and their world. They look back and
see the great history of their nation; they look forward and see
bondage and despair.
We, too, at times feel hopeless about some of the unresolved
struggles in our lives. A habit we can’t seem to shake. A knee-jerk
response that gets us into trouble. A decision we made that seems
to have no solution. A relationship that has been shattered leaving
pieces that seem impossible to put back together. We wonder
when we will ever be free from the bondage of our sinfulness.
Advent reminds us that Jesus has come to redeem us and that
He is coming again to make us wholly free. The long-expected Jesus, the Hope of all the earth, is born to set us free from our fears
and sins. He comes to release us and to fill us with a spirit of optimism about life—not because of our own effort or because of our
own righteousness, but because of His grace and power and goodness.
So, as Advent dawns upon us once again, let us open our
hearts and pray for His transforming presence into our lives once
again.
CAROL: Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
PRAYER: O God, set us free from the fears and sins that overwhelm
us. Make us new through the grace of the Christ Child who has
come and one day is coming again. Amen.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Jesus Brings Peace”

CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY: As we light the second Advent
candle, we declare that Jesus is born the Prince of Peace.
SCRIPTURE: John 1:1-14
MEDITATION: The world does not stop because of Christ is
born. War and hate and violence persist. Injustice is still the
norm in many places of our nation and world. People continue
to live in turmoil about the past, the present, and the future.
But the Prince of Peace invades the chaos of our world.
The peace of Christ does not eliminate the effects of human sin, but He does bring a new dynamic of peace with God.
Our sin separates us from God; Jesus is our bridge to God.
Through His life and death, all who trust in Christ are forgiven
and transformed and set free from the bondage of sin. So that
even when we fall prey to sin, God’s forgiveness and restoration is always available to all who put their lives in the hands of
Christ Jesus. And when we have peace with God, we are able
to live in peace with one another.
Jesus is born to restore our relationship with God, but also
to restore our relationships with others. Jesus comes to bring
peace to our families, to our governments, to our nations, to
all of our human relationships. Granted, our world will not see
full and total peace until Christ’s Second Advent, but because
of Christ’s first advent, we can experience an amazing level of
peace now—in our hearts with God and in our relationships
with others.
CAROL: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
PRAYER: Dear God, fill our hearts with your peace that we
might be restored in our relationship with you and with one
another. Amen.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“Jesus Brings Hope”

CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY: As we light the third Advent
candle, let it remind us that this is a time to rejoice for God’s
gracious gift, Jesus Christ.
SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 9:2-7
MEDITATION: Our world is filled with sadness. We grieve when
people we love die. We worry when circumstances backfire
against us. We lament the state of our nation and many other
nations. So many people live in an almost constant state of
sadness. Into this sadness, God sends His Son and, in the Son’s,
coming, there is joy.
The joy that accompanies the birth of Jesus does not eliminate the situations that make us sad; but His coming gives new
meaning to them, transforms them, and makes it possible for
us to see beyond them. And in this longer look, we find joy because of God’s grace in every circumstance.
This is the message of Isaac Watts’ great Advent hymn. He
reminds us that the coming of Christ is so monumental and
world-changing and life-transforming, that even creation echoes the celebration.
When Christ comes as a baby, the world rejoices. One day
Christ will come as the conquering King and the joyful song of
the ages will be full and complete. Until that day, despite the
existence of circumstances that make us sad and weary, we
can rejoice because Christ is born, and the world will never be
the same.
CAROL: Joy to the World
PRAYER: O Lord, give us grace to rejoice in Christ’s coming.
Help us to see our lives and our world through the perspective
of His joy-filled birth. Amen.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT

“Jesus Brings Love”

CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY: As we light the fourth Advent
candle, let it remind us that this is the time to see and share
the love of God.
SCRIPTURE: Luke 1:26-38
MEDITATION: We all have favorite Christmas carols. Some are
dissonant, lamenting the years of pain waiting for the Messiah.
Others are joyous, even raucous, celebrating and proclaiming
the birth of Jesus. Still others are soft and quiet and speak
deeply to the emotion of our hearts. Silent Night! Holy Night! is
one of those soft, quiet carols.
This hymn is, unlike some others, less of a theological treatise and more of a reminder that the coming of Christ is God’s
most profound expression of His deep love for His children.
This carol draws us to Christ who comes as the brightest expression of God’s unending, unwavering love. This is a picture
of Christ in whom the fullness of God’s nature, God’s essence,
is revealed. This song reminds us that when Jesus is born,
God’s unparalleled, redeeming, transforming grace dawns on
us and on the whole world. And in response to His love, to hear
His call to rest in the loving arms of our Father.
On this fourth Sunday in Advent, let us give thanks for the
tender mercy of God incarnate in the Christ Child. And as we
give thanks, let us open our hearts to the love of God for all
people.
CAROL: Silent Night! Holy Night!
PRAYER: Heavenly Father, may your love in Christ Jesus flood
our proud and busy hearts that we, Your children, might rest in
Your arms and trust in Your tender care. Amen.

CHRISTMAS EVE OR CHRISTMAS DAY

“Jesus Brings Life”

CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY: As we light the Christ candle,
let us celebrate the gift of life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
SCRIPTURE: Luke 2:1-20
MEDITATION: Sin’s entrance into the world was a curse of
death on God’s creatures. Because of our sin, we live our lives
in the shadow of death. We are separated from God and we
have no means of rescuing ourselves.
Into our predicament of despair and death, God sends His
Son. Christ is born to save His people from their sins, to bring
light into the darkening shadows of our sin, to offer life to we
who are otherwise condemned to death. No wonder this is a
day for glorious rejoicing.
Charles Wesley captures this spirit of Christmas joy in his
Advent hymn. Wesley reminds us that because God steps into
time and space as the “incarnate Deity,” peace comes to the
earth, God’s mercy is more visible than ever, God and sinners
are reconciled, and light and life are offered to all.
So, on this day in which we commemorate and celebrate
God becoming flesh, we rejoice because His coming is a gift of
life to us. Therefore, let us live as people set free and as people
filled with a spirit of hope about our lives now and for all eternity. For we who were dead in our sins are alive in Him who is
the newborn King.
CAROL: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
PRAYER: Eternal God, on this Christmas Day, give us gifts that
no amount of money could ever buy—light that pierces the
darkness, love that overcomes all, and life that sets us free to
be Your faithful people. Amen.

December 2 (8:20am, 9:40am and 11:00am)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in History (Matthew 1)
December 9 (8:20am, 9:40am and 11:00am, 5:00pm)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in Our Relationships (Luke 2:8-20)
p.m. Messiah Sing-a-long
December 16 (10:00am, 5:00pm)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in Government (Luke 2:1-7)
p.m. Carol Sing/Cookie Reception
December 23 (10:00 am)
a.m. Unwrapping Christmas … in the Heavens (Revelation 12)
December 30 (10:00 am)
a.m. Pastor Paul Shea

5:00 pm: Family Service
7:00 pm: Traditional Christmas Eve Service


Both services will include the lighting of candles
and the music and scriptures of Christmas.



The 5:00 pm service will also include a time for
children.

