Houghton Wesleyan Church

Highlights

Joyfully loving God,
wholeheartedly serving others
September2018
Volume 51 No. 4

And when you pray...
One day Jesus was
praying in a certain place.
When he finished, one of
his disciples said to him,
‘Lord, teach us to pray…”
Luke 11:1, NIV

St. Augustine, the early church father and theologian, described prayer like
a man in a hapless boat, who throws a rope at a rock. The rock provides
the needed security and stability for the helpless man. [But] when the rock
is lassoed, it’s not the man pulling the rock to the boat (though it may
appear that way); it is the pulling of the boat to the rock. Jesus is the rock,
and we throw the rope through prayer.

“Samuel Chadwick said, ‘The one concern of the devil is to keep saints
from prayer. He fears nothing from prayer-less studies, prayer-less work,
and prayer-less religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but trembles when we pray.’”
I don’t know one Christian who believes that prayer is a bad thing; I know many Christians who are confused or frustrated or uncertain about prayer. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus seems to assume that his followers will pray and yet, the only thing that the Gospels record the disciples asking him to teach them is to pray.
It’s for this reason that we have established a rhythm in our church of every November engaging in a threeweek, 24/7 prayer event. We started this event in 2009, which means that this is the tenth anniversary. In preparation, throughout the months of September, October and November we will be thinking and talking about
prayer. My Sunday morning sermons will take us through some passages of scripture that speak to various dynamics of prayer. And this emphasis of prayer will culminate in the November prayer event.
As we move toward this emphasis, let me encourage you to open your heart to God to learn more about
prayer. Set aside time to pray. Ask God to help you understand more about prayer. Most of all…pray—in any
way you know how and at any time you possibly can.
I look forward to this emphasis. I believe that it will challenge us and bring blessing to us; that it will push
us and fill us with the joy of Christ; that it will make us uncomfortable and ignite within us the fire of God’s
Holy Spirit to live in this world for Him.
In Christ,

Pastor Wes
Church Membership: Have you considered becoming a member of
Houghton Wesleyan? Do you have questions about what being a member
of Houghton Wesleyan means? Pastor Wes is hosting a membership information class in mid-September. If you are interested in discovering more
about membership, you will want to attend this class. Please contact Pastor
Wes or the church office to indicate your interest.

CLEW: Christian Life Emphasis Week is September 2-5.
Our speaker is the Rev. Dr. David Drury, Chief of Staff for
the Department of the General Superintendent of The
Wesleyan Church. Thank you for your prayers for David, for
the Houghton College campus and for all of us that this will
be an opportunity we take advantage of to be challenged in
our relationship with Christ.

CLEW SCHEDULE
Sunday, September 2
8:20 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
9:40 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
11:00 am
Worship Service (Houghton Church)
7:00 pm
Evening Service (Wesley Chapel)
Monday, September 3
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)
7:00 pm
Coffeehouse (Campus Center Basement Lounge)
Tuesday, September 4
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)
7:00 pm
Q & A Session (Gillette Hall Main Lounge)
Wednesday, September 5
11:05 am
Chapel (Wesley Chapel)

The Church Choir resumes rehearsals on Tuesdays
in the church sanctuary and sings in the 11:00 a.m.
service. Our first rehearsal is August 28 from 6-7
p.m. Choir rehearsals are usually 7-8 p.m. Come
and join us as we enjoy fellowship together making
a joyful noise to the Lord!

We welcome Austen Kewin, serving as our part-time College Ministry Resident.
Austen is familiar to many, having graduated from Houghton College, with his M.A.
in Music, 2017; B.A. Music, and B.S. Christian Formation in 2015. Most recently
Austen has been Spiritual Integration Fellow at HOPE International, Lancaster, PA.
You will find Austen to be a wonderful, mature, talented addition to our church staff.
Page 2

STEWARDSHIP

Finance Update: The 2018-19 HWC Community Financial Plan was approved in May but we want to keep you informed about where money given to the church goes. As you see from the chart above, the budget is divided into five
major sections—Ministries, Missions, Physical Plant, Administration and Church Office and Denominational and District Support. This gives you an idea of the breadth of ministries and how your tithes and offerings are distributed among
them. Because of your faithful stewardship, we are able to hire pastors to lead us, to help others experience the gospel of
Jesus, to serve and support each other, to gather in a beautiful facility, to assist as needs around us arise, to keep you informed about the church and to partner with other churches who are representing Christ where they are. Thank you for
investing your Time, Talent and Treasure that we might be the church God intends us to be.
The chart below are is update on our current financial health. If you have any questions about the Financial Plan or
church finances, please don’t hesitate to contact our Treasurer, David Mercer or Pastor Wes.

Open to all for one hour of prayer and meets 6:30-7:30 in Room 9 below the sanctuary. All welcomed.

Tuesdays, 10:00 a.m. in Room 10 below the sanctuary. (Marilyn Hiler, 567-8966)
Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study on James begins September 12 from 9:30 to 10:45 in the Good
Shepherd Room (Sandy Roederer, 567-8319 and Pastor Laurie Smalley (567-2264x311)
Friday Morning Women’s Bible Study will begin meeting on Friday, September 14 at 9am. We will be
studying Jen Wilkin's study Genesis: God of Creation. Childcare is provided! Come and join us! Contact
Annie Wiesman with any questions. (annie.wiesman@gmail.com)
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Adult & Children’s Sunday School classes begin September 2

WELCOME TO ADULT/COLLEGE
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES
Classes meet from 9:40-10:40 am.

NT BIBLE EXPOSITION – Paul Young: Continuing through the letter of II Timothy with plenty of discussion and feedback. (Below Sanctuary Room 9)
BOOK DISCUSSION – Michael Jordan: Reading and lively discussion – Greg Boyd’s Seeing is Believing:
Experience Jesus Through Imaginative Prayer.
(Below Sanctuary Room 10, The Good Shepherd Room)
BOOK DISCUSSION—Jason Mucher: Group will review options and determine the topic this week (Room
105 near library).
KALEIDOSCOPE – Team: A wide variety of topics on spiritual growth, mission and outreach, or contemporary issues. Leaders include local experts or outside guests. Sept. 2, Alan Shea Report; Sept. 9, Puerto Rico
Youth Report. (Community Room, CE building)
WHEN MOMS PRAY – Sally Johnson and others: This group supports each other in their roles in the
family and community. Quality times of prayer for one another are always a part of this gathering
(Below Sanctuary Room 7).

Small groups provide community, fellowship, accountability, care, and nurture.
Want a friendly opportunity for connection and growth? It can be found in weekly
gatherings of Small Groups organized and promoted by HWC. This fall many will
discuss and track the Sunday sermon series on Prayer.

Current Listing: Groups meet once a week (11 weeks starting week of September 9.)
Sunday:







Dan and Jess Wartinger@ Church Room 105 – 5:30 p.m. (childcare provided)
J.L. Miller @ their home – 11:00 a.m.
Paul Shea @ their home – 6:00 p.m.
Debbie Young @ Jack and Linda Leax home – 6:30 p.m.
Doug and Judy Mayhle @ their home – 5:30 p.m.
Chris and Kim Moeller @ their home – 5:00 p.m.

Monday:
 Michael Jordan @ Becky Hutton Home – 6:30 p.m.
Others: There are other community unlisted men, women, and student groups meeting during the week. Want
more info or wish to form a group? Contact Pastor Paul (paulshea@hwchurch.org) or 567-2264 for more info.
SMALL GROUPS BEGIN WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 9
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Thank you to all who helped out with Children's Church this summer. It was great to give our regular
teachers a break for the summer.
We are thankful to be fully staffed for our Sunday School and Children's Church programs this fall.
Praise the Lord!
Please be praying for our Sunday School Teachers:
Toddler Class—Bethie Liddick and Eliza Kelly
2 year olds—Judi and Doug Mayhle
3 year olds—Rose Jones and Joy Blasdell
4 year olds—Karen Liddick and Anja Oberg
Kindergarten—Kathy Moore, Carly Cronin and Kayann Taylor
First Grade—Emily and Brandon Hoffman
Second Grade—Jill and Karl Schmidt and Wade Tran
Third Grade—Audrey and Steve Pocock
Fourth Grade—Claire Bintz and Elsa Kettinger
Fifth Grade—Sharon McGarvey and Geri Edwards
Sixth Grade—Harold Blew, Calvin and Paulette Schierer and Mike and Rhoda Burgett
Our Children's Church regular teachers are the Tuckers, Angela Babbitt, Sally Retz, Rebecca
Williams, Jordan Mullen, Hannah Ferland and Elisabeth Tate.
Thank you for all of your love and support of our Children's programs! Your prayers and encouragement keep us going!

KIDS’ CLUB on Wednesday nights will start on October 10th
We have programming for first through sixth graders. Sign up will take place October 10th.

CONGRATULATIONS…
Macey Suzanne Taylor was born August 14 to parents AC and Meghan and brother Koen.

September
Memory
Verse
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From the

Library Shelves
Welcome back! As you return to your fall and back-to-school routines, remember to see what we have in our
church library.
Our adult section has many biographies, books on the Bible, Christian living books on a variety of subjects,
missions books, and books on other topics you might like. We also have a fiction section. In the back room
there are CDs and DVDs, some for the family, others just for adults.
In our children’s section we have books of Bible stories, a section of easy books for your beginning reader
and alphabetized shelves with other books your child may like.
The junior section has sports books, biographies, books on science and animals and books on the Bible plus a
fiction section. There are children’s DVDs and CDs too.
Please stop by!

to the family of Mildred Berry (daughter Donnie and Phil Stockin)
who died August 6. Our prayers are with all who are grieving.

PRAYER CHAIN OPPORTUNITIES
Prayer Changes Things
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 tells us to “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” This admonition is a powerful reminder to us as Christians that prayer is essential in our lives. With this in mind, we invite men
and women to become involved in the prayer chain ministry of the church. If you are already
on the prayer chain, your name will remain on the list unless you contact us otherwise. If you
want to receive the prayer chain requests via phone or email, please contact the church office at
567-2264. Thank you!

The Wesleyan Women of WNY, Houghton College women, and area church women’s groups are headed to Watermark
Church in Hamburg (formally known as the Wesleyan Church of Hamburg) on October 11, 2018 for The Freedom Project
Tour led by Jennie Allen (author of Nothing to Prove and founder of the “If Gathering” worship by Christie Nockles.
General Admission: $15
Doors open @ 6:30 p.m. with event 7-10 p.m.
Buy tickets online: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-freedom-project-tour-tickets-43199475795
Event Location: Wesleyan Church of Hamburg, 4999 McKinley Parkway, Hamburg, NY 14075
Yes, it’s a Thursday evening!... drink more coffee the next morning ;)
Leading up to the Freedom Project Tour, Kristen will be co-hosting a book club review in her home (9701 Route 19
Houghton, NY 14744) the two Thursday evenings before: September 27 and October 4 @ 8:00
Read “Nothing to Prove” in its entirety, buy your ticket to the Freedom Tour, and come hungry for fellowship and
brownies! (side not: even if you can’t go to the event on the 11th and don’t read books, we would love to have you
at the Sanasith house!!!)

Childcare during Worship
NURSERY: We provide a fully staffed nursery for infants up to
two years of age. The nursery is located on the first floor of the
Christian Education Building and is available during services.
CHILDREN’S CHURCH: Children ages 2-5 are dismissed during the song before the sermon for Children's Church which
meets in rooms 115 and 116 on the first floor of the Christian
Education Building.
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Is Hospitality Your Gift?
Be a welcoming and friendly face on Sunday mornings as people arrive for the worship
services. Greeters help prepare the hearts of members for worship as they welcome
guests with a smile and warm handshake. If you enjoy meeting new people and have a
genuine desire to make them feel comfortable, this may be the ministry for you. Please
call Janyce Smithley at 585-307-0228. You may also fill-out the form below to put in the
offering plate or send to the church office. Janyce will be organizing a Greeter Calendar
for the school year. Thank you.

The Greeter Ministry is looking for Greeters
Would you be willing to help with this ministry by giving a friendly handshake and warm smile to people as they enter
our worship services? If so, please print your name and contact info below and check off which service you can help
with and put in the offering plate or send to the church office.
We welcome college, academy and high school student involvement. Thank you for considering becoming part of this
ministry of the Houghton Wesleyan Church!
Your name______________________________________________________
Your phone/email_________________________________________________
Address/CPO____________________________________________________
Service you prefer to be a greeter:_____________8:20_____________9:40___________11:00 a.m

The Houghton Area Seniors from northern Allegany County meet monthly on
the second Thursday for fellowship, food, and an interesting program—
sometimes music, sometimes a travelogue, sometimes local color, sometimes valuable information—always interesting.
Our September 13 luncheon will begin at noon in the Community Room.
Bring a dish to pass as indicated by the first letter of your last name:
A-F Desserts
G-N Casseroles
O-Z Salads
At 1:00 p.m. the program will be stories from Africa by Jon Arensen.
New members age 55+ always welcome ~ caregivers, also, regardless of age.
Save October 11, November 8, December 17 (to accommodate Houghton Academy Holiday Music
Program), January 10, February 14, March 14, April 11, May 9, and June 13 on your calendar!
Questions and reservations: Ken Gaerte 585-567-8522 or 585-610-9402

Page 9

meets Tuesdays from 9:30 to 11:30 in the Community Room/
Gym. All moms, dads, caregivers and kids are welcomed.

As the busy summer wears down, we are noticing lots of clients looking for lots of different items. It
is great to have children in and out. On August 22 the Men's Group from Genesis Bible Church
made and served a delicious chicken barbecue meal to us.
Please note we are closed Friday, August 31st.
Grateful for:
-the prayers and support of the Houghton Wesleyan Church family
-a supply of back to school supplies, so if you know of a family that needs items, please have
them come and ask specifically for that.
-the help from Emma Beardsley this summer, who worked beside her Grandma Kathie in the
kitchen even when it was hot!
-volunteers Bethie Liddick and Diane Emmons serving as able
-generous donations of all types
-money to cover a new furnace
Desirous of:
-a few strong folks to occasionally help unload vehicles of items, and carry them downstairs to the
sorting room. (Even an hour here and there would relieve the staff.)
-Folks to vacuum and/or clean a bit here and there. Even a once a month commitment would be
helpful.
-fall and winter wear as a new season nears
-Prayer for those who come through our door to truly find peace with God, and the peace of God
in trying circumstances.

Our recent Blood Drive had 13 donors and collected 12 units of blood which will impact 36 lives!

If you are human, chances are you have experienced some of life's hurts,
habits and hang-ups! A small group of us have been meeting on Thursday
evenings @ 6:30 pm in the Christian education building, in forming a Celebrate
Recovery group at HWC. Celebrate Recovery is a recovery program based on
eight principles from the Beatitudes. The purpose of Celebrate Recovery is to
encourage fellowship and to celebrate God's healing power in our lives as we
work our way along the road to recovery. If you are interested in being a part
of this ministry, or finding out more about it, please join us on Thursday
evenings at 6:30pm in Room 105 across from the church library.
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The Valley Theatre presents the 10th anniversary production of our first musical!

Thursday and Friday, September 13 and 14 at 7pm
in the Houghton Wesleyan Church Community Room
Saturday, September 15 at 7pm and
Sunday, September 16 at 2pm in the David A. Howe Public Library, Wellsville
Contact Amanda Cox with any questions! (amandacox@hwchurch.org)
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SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER
September 2 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00, 7:00pm)
a.m. CLEW: Rev. Dr. David Drury (Church)
p.m. CLEW: Rev. Dr. David Drury (Wesley Chapel)
September 9 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. Lord, Teach Us to Pray
p.m. Small Groups
September 16 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. When Prayer Is Not the Solution to Our Problems
p.m. Small Groups
September 23 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. When Prayer Turns Life Upside Down
p.m. Small Groups
September 30 (8:20, 9:40, 11:00)
a.m. When Prayer Doesn’t Accomplish Anything
p.m. Small Groups

CHURCH STAFF
Wes Oden, Senior Pastor
567-2024 wesoden@hwchurch.org
Jon Cole, Youth Pastor
307-9950 joncole@hwchurch.org
Cindy Oden, Assistant Pastor
567-2024 cindyoden@hwchurch.org
Paul Shea, Assistant Pastor
567-4597 paulshea@hwchurch.org
Amanda Cox, Music & Worship Director
567-4870 amandacox@hwchurch.org
Laurie Smalley, Children’s Ministry Pastor
567-8302 lauriesmalley@hwchurch.org
Austen Kewin, College Ministry Resident
austenkewin@hwchurch.org
Church Office, M-F, 8 AM-Noon & 1-5 PM,
567-2264 office@hwchurch.org

